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Chronology of Burma History (1404-1996) 
 
 
The Pre-European Period (1404-1499) 
 
1404: The Burmese ousted the ruler of the Indian state of Arakan, forcing him to flee to 
Bengal. 
 
1417: King Razadarit of Pegu (the Mon kingdom) defeated an invasion, led by King 
Minkuaung of the kingdom of Ava.  
 
1423: A group of 39 Buddhist monks from Burma, and the Thai cities of Chiang Mai and 
Lopburi, travelled to Sri Lanka to take higher ordination. When they returned, they promoted 
the Sinhalese version of Buddhism in their own regions. 
 
1438: The Chinese, attempting to stabilise their borders, invaded upper Burma and gradually 
subdued the northern Shan states (to 1645). 
 
1445: After invading the central kingdom of Ava, the Chinese army was defeated by a 
Burmese force at the battle of Tagaung. The Chinese thenretired to re-group. 
 
1446: The Chinese invaded the central Burmese kingdom of Ava for the secondtime, and 
forced King Narapati to submit to Ming suzerainty. 
 
1486: King Minkyinyo ascended the throne of the kingdom of Toungoo and commenced the 
revival of Burmese power. 
 
 
The Arrival of the European Traders (1500-1799) 
 
1519: The Portuguese established a trading station at Martaban. 
 
1523: To settle a dynastic dispute, King Maung Kaeo of Lan Na dispatched two armies 
against the Shan state of Keng Tung. The expedition was a complete failure, and the 
commander was executed upon his return to Chiang Mai. 
 
1527: The state of Ava was conquered, the city of Ava sacked and the King killed by the 
Shans of northern Burma. A Shan prince was established as the new ruler, an act which 
caused a flight of Burmese refugees to the south towards Toungoo.  
 
1531: A new militaristic dynasty commenced in Toungoo with the ascension of the 14-year-
old, Tabinshwehti to the throne following the death of his father, Minkyinyo. 
 
1535: The Mon kingdom of Pegu was invaded and eventually conquered (to 1541) by the 
kingdom of Toungoo, under Tabinshwehti. King Tabinshwehti utilised European firearms 
and employed Portuguese mercenaries as part of his military arsenal.  
 
1538: An army from Ayutthaya drove a Burmese occupation force from Chiang Krai, an 
Ayutthayan vassal. The Ayutthayan’s were assisted by Portuguese mercenaries. 
 
1539: Over 350 Buddhist monks were executed by a Shan prince in the region around the 
kingdom of Ava. 
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1547: Tabinshwethi, the ruler of the southern kingdom of Toungoo, failed in his attempt to 
conquer the state of Arakan (Martaban), in eastern Burma, despite using Portuguese 
mercenaries and weapons.  
 
1549: Tabinshwehti, taking advantage of Ayutthaya’s succession problems, launched an 
invasion of Thailand. After taking Kanchanaburi and Suphanburi, the Burmese invested 
Ayutthaya. At the same time, the Khmer ruler of Lovek attacked the eastern province of 
Prachinburi. However, the Ayutthayans withstood the siege and forced Tabinshwehti to 
retire.  
 
1550: A Mon revolt coincided with the murder of Toungoo’s ruler Tabinshwehti. He was 
succeeded by his sister’s husband Bayinnaung, whom Tabinshwehti had adopted as a foster 
brother. 
 
1555: Bayinnaung sent a number of craftsmen to Kandy, in Sri Landa, to help in the 
beautification of the sacred Tooth of the Buddha shrine. 
 
: Bayinnaung dispatched an army from Toungoo which subdued the upper Burmese state of 
Ava. 
 
: Shan forces from the state of Mong Nai completed the occupation of the Lan Na towns of 
Chiang Rai and Chiang Saen, despite opposition from the Laotian kingdom of Lan Sang. 
 
1557: Bayinnaung led an army from Toungoo and invaded and overran the Shan state of 
Mong Nai. 
 
2nd April 1558: Bayinnaung invaded the northern Thai kingdom of Lan Na, and took the 
capital city of Chiang Mai. Mekuti remained as ruler of Lan Na as a Burmese vassal, watched 
by a Burmese garrison. 
 
1563: Bayinnaung, using some Portuguese mercenaries, invaded the Thai kingdom of 
Ayutthaya via the town of Tak. They quickly overran the northern regions of the kingdom. 
 
1564: After forcing King Chakkraphat of Ayutthaya to submit to Burmese suzerainty, the 
army of Bayinaung turned north and captured the Laotian capital of Vientiane. However, 
determined resistance by the Laotian ruler, Setthathirat forced them to retire the following 
year. 
 
: Bayinnaung deposed Mekuti as ruler of Lan Na following the discovery of a plot to oust the 
Burmese from his kingdom. 
 
1566: Constant raiding by Shan rebels in the northern regions of Lan Na led to a three-year 
famine in the area. 
 
1568: King Chakkraphat of Ayutthaya captured the city of Phitsanulok (controlled by his 
rebel former governor Maha Thammaracha). After failing to take Kamphaengphet, the 
Ayutthayans were forced to retire when the Burmese under Bayinnaung launched an 
offensive against them. 
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January 1569: After a reign of just over 20 years, the 62-year-old ruler of Ayutthaya, 
Chakkraphat, died while his capital was besieged by the Burmese. He was succeeded by his 
son, Mahin. 
 
Febryary 1569: Following an appeal by Ayutthayan ruler, Mahin for aid , King Setthathirat 
of Lan Sang sent an army south to attack the Burmese. However, the Laotian army was 
defeated by the Burmese in the Pa Sak valley of Petchabun province and compelled to retreat. 
 
8th August 1569: The Burmese army, under Bayinnaung, finally captured and sacked the 
capital of Ayutthaya after an eight-month siege. The ruler, Mahin was deposed and replaced 
by Maha Thammaracha, the pliable former governor of Phitsanulok, Mahin was taken back to 
Burma, but died en route. 
 
October 1569: Bayinnaung launched a retaliatory attack against the Laotian kingdom of Lan 
Sang, occupying the capital of Vientiane. King Setthathirat commenced a guerrilla war 
against the Burmese. 
 
April 1570: The Burmese occupation forces in Vientiane, and the surrounding districts of 
Lan Sang, retreated following consistent harassment by Lao guerrilla forces led by King 
Setthathirat. 
 
1571: The 16-year-old son of Maha Thammaracha, Naresuen, after being a hostage of King 
Bayinnaung, returned to Ayutthaya. His father sent him north to govern Phitsanulok. 
 
1574: After a civil war erupted in Lan Sang over the succession to King Setthathirat (sho had 
disappeared while leading a campaign in the mountains of southern Laos), the Burmese 
invaded and captured Vientiane. They succeeded in bringing most of Laos under their 
control. 
1580: Burmese forces returned to Lan Sang and re-captured Vientiane. They placed Saen 
Surin, a former leading Laotiang general, on the throne.  
 
December 1581: Bayinnaung, the powerful ruler of Burma and ostensible overlord of 
Thailand and Laos, died after a 30-year reign and was succeeded by his son, Nanda Bayin. 
 
1583: A popular uprising in Lan Sang led to the overthrow of the Burmese-imposed ruler. 
 
1584: Naresuen led a Thai force from Phitsanulok to the lower Salween river region of 
Burma, following a summons from the Burmese ruler, Nanda Bayin. After being informed 
that the summons was a trap, Naresuen retired to Ayutthaya.  
 
May 1584: Prince Naresuen renounced, on behalf of his father, the allegiance of Ayutthaya 
to Burma. 
 
1585: Nanda Bayin, the ruler of Burma, sent a small force against Ayutthaya with the 
intention of punishing Naresuen as a recalcitrant vassal. The Burmese were easily defeated by 
the Thai and forced to retreat.  
 
1586: Burmese troops, led by Nanda Bayin, launched a series of failed expenditions against 
Ayutthaya. Commanded by the able Naresuen, the Thai forced the Burmese army to retreat. 
However, an invasion of the eastern provinces by king Satta of Cambodia allowed the 
Burmese arym to escape pursuit. Naresuen managed to defeat the Cambodians and forced 
them to retreat.  



 4

 
1590: A large Burmese army invaded Ayutthaya via the Three Pagodas Pass and 
Kanchanaburi. The Thai army under Naresuen defeated the Burmese and forced them back 
across the border.  
 
1592: The kingdom of Lan Sang forced the Burmese army to quit its territory, thereby re-
establishing their independence.  
 
1593: January, 18th: The Thai army under Naresuen defeated an invading Burmese army at 
the battle of Nong Sarai, just west of Suphanburi. The Thai inflicted a crushing defeat on the 
Burmese, who went into immediate retreat. Naresuen later invaded Burma and captured 
Tavoy and Tenasserim.  
 
1594: Continuing their successful invasion of Burma, the Thai under Naresuen captured the 
cities of Moulmein and Martaban.  
 
1595: The Thai under Naresuen invaded Burma once again, but were repulsed at Pegu and 
retired. 
 
1596: The rule of Arakan seized the port of Syrian and a number of other coastal towns in 
Burma.  
 
: A plague of giant rats caused widespread famine throughout lower Burma.  
 
1599: King Naresuen of Ayutthaya invaded Burma and pillaged and burned the capital of 
Pegu. 
 
May 1600: Following the murder of the Burmese ruler, Nanda Bayin, a Thai invasion was 
forced to retire as the Burmese intensified their  resistance. Soon after, lower Burma was 
invaded by the combined forces of Arakan and Toungoo, and the remainder of the country 
fell into chaos. 
 
1602: A Portuguese mercenary force, allied to the king of Arakan and commanded by Philip 
de Brito, established a base at the port of Syriam in lower Burma. His ships then preyed upon 
shipping in the Bay of Bengal.  
 
1603: The kingdom of Lan Sang renounced all tributary ties to Burma.  
 
1605: Anaukpetlun, a grandson of Bayinnaung, succeeded to the Burmese throne. He made 
his capital at Ava and began a long period of campaigning in an attempt to re-unite the 
country (to 1610). 
 
1612: Following a dispute between the Thai governor of Pegu and the Portuguese 
commander at Syriam, Philip de Brito, both sides withdrew support from each other. De Brito 
launched raids into lower Burma and sacked Toungoo. The Burmese King, Anaukpetlun 
collected an army at his capital of Ava and marched against de Brito. 
 
April, 1613: The Burmese King, Anaukpetlun captured the Portuguese base at Syriam and 
impaled the Portuguese adventurer Philip de Brito. The Portuguese prisoners were taken into 
upper Burma.  
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January, 1614: The Burmese under Anaukpetlun were repulsed at Tenasserim by Thai and 
Portuguese forces. The Burmese had earlier taken Tavoy but were soon expelled.  
 
1615: The northern kingdom of Lan Na virtually ceased to exist, as the Burmese 
dismembered it and distributed its territories to other regions. King Anaukpetlun of Burma 
appointed Si Song Maung as ruler of the Chiang Mai region.  
 
1628: King Anaukpetlun was assassinated after a region of nearly 23 years. He had 
succeeded in re-uniting large parts of the country, but following his murder Burma once 
again declined. 
 
1629: Following a brief civil war, Burma was re-united under the leadership of Thalun, who 
transferred the capital from Pegu to Ava. 
 
1635: King Thalun moved his capital from Pegu in lower Burma to the city of Ava.  
 
1658: Following the degeat of the Ming Dynasty in China by the Manchu’s, Prince Yung Li, 
the last of the Mings, fled to Burma and was given sanctury by King Pindale. 
 
1660: A Chinese Manchu army of 20,000 men entered Burma and forced the ruler, Pindale, 
to hand over Yung Li, the Ming prince who had sought asylum two years earlier. 
 
1661: The king, Pindale was murdered by his brother Pye, who took control of the country. 
 
: King Narai of Ayutthaya sent an army north to attack the Burmese vassal-state of Ching 
Mai. After occupying Lampang they failed to take Chiang Mai and returned home. However, 
a second expedition later in the year succeeded in taking both Lampang and Chiang Mai 
before being forced out by a Burmese relief force.  
 
1662: King Narai of Thailand, protecting rebellious Mons who had fled from Burma, 
defeated the Burmese army and raided into lower Burma. The Thai conquered Martaban, 
Rangoon and Pegu.  
 
1664: The Burmese forced the Ayutthayan forces out of the city of Chiang Mai and re-
established their sovereignty.  
 
1689: The English East India Company began using the port of Syriam as a repair depot for 
English ships. 
 
1714: The Raja of Manipur launched repeated raids into upper Burma, devastating the 
countryside at will (to 1749). 
 
1734: The capital of Burma was moved to Ava. The move proved unpopular with the people 
of Pegu. 
 
1740: The Mons of lower Burma rose in revolt against the kingdom of Ava and declared their 
independence, establishing their capital at Pegu. 
 
1743: The British ceased using the port of Syriam as a repair depot for their ships. 
 
1744: The Burmese kingdom of Ava sent a mission to Ayutthaya in Thailand, thereby 
establishing the first diplomatic contact between the two regions for over a century. 
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1747: Binnya Dala became King of the Mons of lower Burma. The Mons rose against their 
Burmese overlords and marched towards the capital of Ava.  
 
April, 1752: After a two-month siege, the Mon army under Binnya Dala captured the capital 
city of the kingdom of Ava. Thereby ending the Toungoo dynasty. Burmese resistance then 
centred around Alaungpaya, an insignificant ruler of the village of Shwebo. 
 
December, 1753: Alaungpaya, the leader of the Burmese resistance to the Mons, re-
conquered most of Mon-controlled lower Burma except for Syriam and Pegu. He re-
established the capital at Ava and began the Kongaung dynasty. 
 
1755: As revenge for many years of devastating incursions, Alaungpaya invaded the Indian 
state of Manipur, conquered some territory and established occupying garrisons.  
 
: Alaungpaya laid siege to the Mon stronghold of Syriam. During the course of the siege the 
Mons were supported by the French. The Burmese captured two French warships in the river 
near the town. Syriam fell to the Burmese the next year.  
 
: Rangoon (a name meaning ‘end of strife’), was formed by Alaungpaya after the quartered 
his army   
 
1756: Alaungpaya laid siege to the Mon city of Pegu. After a very long struggle the city fell 
to the Burmese and its inhabitants were massacred.  
 
1758: After revolts had broken out against Burmese occupying forces, Alaungpaya returned 
to Manipur and devastated the region. 
 
1759: The small fortified British trading post at Negrais was captured, and the defenders 
massacred, by Alaungpaya.  
 
1760: After taking Martaban, Tavoy and Tenasserim, the Burmese, under Alaungpaya, 
invaded Thailand from the south. Alaungpaya’s forces then degeated a Thai army and 
occupied Kui, Phetburi and Ratchaburi.  
 
April, 1760: Advancing to besiege the Thai capital at Ayutthaya, the Burmese ruler 
Alaungpaya was severely wounded by shrapnel and the invasion was aborted. Alaungpaya 
died during the retreat to Burma and was succeeded by Naungdawgi.  
 
1764: The Burmese invaded the Indian state of Manipur and carried off much of the 
population into slavery.  
 
: A 30, 000-strong Burmese army, led by Thihapatei, launched a two-pronged invasion of 
northern Thailand. Within a few months, the Burmese had taken Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai 
and conquered the upper Mekong valley region. 
 
March, 1765: A combined Burmese-Vientiane army under Thihapatei took the Laotian city 
of Luang Prabang. The presence of Vientiane troops in the attack further fuelled the rivalry 
between the two Laotian kingdoms.  
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July, 1765: The northern Burmese army under Thihapatei launched an invasion of 
Ayutthaya. Advancing from Lampang, they took Tak, Kamphaengphet, Sukhothai, 
Phitsanulok and Nakhon Sawan.  
 
September: A southern Burmese army under Mahanawrahta left Tavoy and invaded 
Ayutthaya, taking Chumphon, Phetburi, Ratchaburi and Suphanburi.  
 
1766: The Chinese, annoyed at continued Burmese border incursions, invaded with a large 
army. They occupied most of eastern Burma, from Bhamo to Lashio, but could not 
completely defeat the Burmese. The Burmese army held on to a number of strategic forts 
located in the jungle, and avoided open battle with the larger Chinese forces.  
 
A revolt by Phra Vororad, and official of the Vientiane regime, was only put down by King 
Siribunyasan with the aid of Burmese troops.  
 
February: The northern and southern Burmese invasion forces effected a juncture outside 
Ayutthaya and commenced the siege of the city. Three months later, the Burmese defeated a 
relief column near Prachinburi and continued the siege. 
 
7th January 1767: The Burmese army, after a 14-month siege, captured Ayutthaya, the Thai 
capital. The city was systematically looted and burned. King Suriyamarin managed to escape, 
as did Pya Taksin, one of the Thai commanders. The fall of the city brought to an end the 
kingdom of Ayutthaya. The Burmese soldiers sacked and pillaged the great city.  
 
: King Suriyamarin of Ayutthaya, after escaping the fall of his capital to the Burmese, died of 
stavation. Within a few weeks, the occupuing Burmese army was largely withdrawn from 
Thailand to meet the threat of the Chinese in northern Burma.  
 
June 1967: A Thai force under Pya Taksin occupied the city of Chantaburi in south-east 
Thailand. Taksin later occupied the town of Trat.  
 
October 1967: Pya Taksin’s troops captured the small port of Thonburi, on the Chao Phrya 
river, from the Burmese. 
 
November 1967: Pya Taksin’s Thai army defeated the only remaining Burmese force in 
western Thailand, thereby securing his position at Thonburi. He became the first and only 
ruler of Thonburi. 
 
1768: The French obtained permission to open a naval dockyard at the port of Rangoon.  
 
1769: The Chinese invasion ended. After three years of guerrilla warfare the Burmese had 
succeeded in wearing down the Chinese army and China asked for peace. Burmese 
commander Mahanawrahta, realising the folly of continued warfare with the Chinese, granted 
favourable terms and they withdraw. 
 
1771: After returning from captivity in Burma, Suryavong seized the throne of Luang 
Prabang from his elder brother. He hoped to gain revenge for Vientiane’s support of the 
Burmese invasion of 1765. To this end, he laid siege to Vientiane. However, the Burmese 
returned, compelled him to retreat and took Luang Prabang after a 15-day siege.  
 
1774: Pya Taksin reoccuped the northern Thai city of Chiang Mai and forced the Burmese 
back over the border.  
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1775: The Burmese, led by their new ruler, Singu, repulsed an attempted invasion by the Thai 
army. They then counter-attacked and drove as far as Phitsanulok in Thailand.  
 
1776: A Thai army, commanded by Pya Chakri, forced the Burmese out of northern Thailand 
and once again re-took a severely ravaged Chiang Mai. The city was then abandoned for the 
next 20 years.  
 
1778: The Laotian state of Luang Prabang severed relations with the Burmese. Instead it 
offered tribute to China and vassalage to Thailand.  
 
1783: The French battle-fleet, under the command of Admiral de Suffren, undertook repairs 
at the port of Mergui. 
 
: The city of Amarapura was founded and established as the third capital of the Konbaung 
dynasty.  
 
1784: The Burmese, under Bodawpaya, invaded and completed the conquest of Arakan over 
a 12-month period. An estimated 20,000 captives were deported at the end of the campaign. 
 
February 1785: The Burmese, led by Bodawpaya, invaded Thailand with five armies 
(totalling some 100,000 men). The Thai contained one Burmese army at Kanchanaburi, but 
were unable to prevent another army taking Ratchaburi. This Burmese force was eventually 
attacked and defeated.  
 
March 1785: In Northern Thailand, the invading Burmese armies were destroyed by the Thai 
in a major battle near the confluence of the Nan and Yom rivers. Although more successful 
on the southern Thai peninsula, the Burmese were eventually forced to retire.  
 
1787: A Burmese invasion of northern Thailand was defeated by the Thai, who began to 
revive Chiang Mai as part of their new defence line. In the south, King Rama I attacked the 
Burmese stronhold of Tavoy but was forced to retire after supplies ran low.  
 
1794: The Arakanese people rose up in rebellion at the rule of Bodawpaya. Thousands of 
Arakanese fled to Chittagong while others went to Thailand and the Shan states. 
 
1797: Thai forces, supported by Laotian troops from Vientiane, defeated an attempt by the 
Burmese to re-assert their control of nothern Laos.  
: An attempt to construct the world’s biggest pagoda at Mingun, on the Irrawaddy river, 
ended after 15 years of construction when funds ran out.  
 
1799: The Burmese failed in a second attempt to regain control of northern Laos when Thai 
troops, supported by Laotian forces from Vientiane, compelled them to retire.  
 
 
The Beginning of European Hegemony (1800-1849) 
 
1804: The governor of Chiang Mai succeeded in forcing the Burmese out of the city and 
region of Chiang Saen and Chiang Hung.  
 
1805: Following a number of seasons of drought, Burma suffered a serious famine which was 
to last for almost 10 years. 
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1809: The Burmese ruler, Bodawpaya launched a five-pronged offensive against Thailand. It 
was largely unsuccessful, although the Burmese did secure the ports of Mergui and 
Tenasserim and occupied the island of Phuket. Phuket was later re-taken with and from 
Kedah (1810).  
 
1811: Arakanese rebels, using bases in British territory near Chittagong. Attempted to drive 
the Burmese from Arakan.  
 
1812: A widespread famine struck lower Burma. Many thousands of people died of 
malnutrition and many others were reduced to foraging in the jungle for tree roots and plants. 
Entire villages became deserted as people searched for food.  
 
1815: The Burmese effectively quashed the Arakan rebels, but protested about the rebels 
being permitted to remain under British protection.  
 
1819: The Burmese army under Maha Bandula, after a series of campaigns, completed the 
conquest of Assam. Assamese refugees fled into Manipur, now a British protectorate, and 
began a guerrilla campaign against their conquerors.  
 
1822: A punitive expedition against Manipur and Cachar was launched by the Burmese. They 
were largely unsuccessful because the local rulers were supported by British troops. 
 
24th September 1823: The British detachment occupying Shapuri island was attached by the 
Burmese.  
 
24th February 1824: Lord Amherst, the British governor-general of India, declared war on 
Burma following the occupation of the East India Company’s island of Shahpuri by the 
Burmese the previous year. The British enlisted the aid of Thailand as an ally, although they 
were to take no real part in the war.  
 
11st May 1824: A force of 5,000 British and Indian troops under general Sir Archivald 
Campbell, after invading Burma, occupied Rangoon without opposition. 
 
17th May 1824: A Burmese army led by Maha Bandula, the governor of Assam, overran a 
1,000-strong British sepoy force at Ramu. A two-pronged offensive was launched from 
Assam and Arakan against the British-controlled state of Bengal by Maha Bandula. They 
advanced quickly and were soon threatening Chittagong.  
 
August 1824: Maha Bandula’s 60,000-strong Burmese army arrived in front of Rangoon 
after a forced march from Arakan. 
 
October 1824: British reinforcements, including a rocket battery, arrived in Rangoon.  
 
1st December 1824 : The Burmese besiegers launched an assault against the British troops in 
Rangoon but were repelled with heavy losses. Two weeks later, the British broke out of 
Rangoon and forced the Burmese to retreat. 
 
13th February 1825 : The British expeditionary force, totalling 4,000 men under General 
Campbell, commenced an advance up the Irrawaddy River towards Prome, supported by a 
small fleet of 60 vessels.  
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2nd  April 1825: The battle of Danubyu was fought between the Burmese, under Maha 
Bandula and the British, under Campbell. After an initial setback, the British rockets broke 
up the Burmese assault and a counterattack by them drove the Burmese from the field. Maha 
Bandula, Burma’s most able commander, was among the dead.  
 
25th April 1825: The British army occupied the city of Prome, drug entrenchments and went 
into recess for the monsoon season. However, the Burmese army, now commanded by Maha 
Nemyo, laid siege to Prome.  
 
10th November 1825: The Burmese army, under Maha Nemyo, was defeated in an assault on 
the British defensive lines at Prome.  
 
30th  November 1825: The three-day battle of Prome took place between the invading British 
army and the Burmese. Campbell launched a two-column assault, supported by the naval 
flotilla, against the Burmese siege lines. After three days of hard fighting, the Burmese army 
was scattered and Maha Nemyo was among those killed. The British then pushed further 
upriver and had nearly reached Yandabu, only 110 kms from the Burmese capital at Ava, 
when the Burmese sued for peace.   
 
19th January 1826: British forces, under General Campbell, attacked Malun, the last main 
base of the Burmese army, and carried it.  
 
24th February 1826 : The treaty of Yandabu was signed between Britain and Thailand on the 
one hand and Burma on the other, ending the First Anglo-Burmese War. Burma agreed to pay 
indemnity, ceded Assam and Arakan and the Tenasserim coast. A British Resident was 
established at Ava and a Burmese ambassador went to the court at Calcutta.  
 
1836: The Maulmain Gazette,an English-launguage newspaper, was first published in the 
British-occupied region by the chief commissioner of Tenassarim.  
 
1838: King Bagyidaw died and was succeeded by King Tharrawaddy. He immediately 
executed Prince Setkya-min, who had been Bagyidaw’s heir apparent. 
 
January 1839: Maung Tsetkya, using the name Setkya-min (the prince executed by King 
Tharrawaddy the previous year), gathered together a large number of Mon followers and 
launched a revolt against the government in Pegu province. The rebellion was eventually put 
down by the Konbaung dynasty forces.  
 
 
 
The Expansion of the European Empire (1850-1913) 
 
1st April 1852: The Second Anglo-Burmese War commenced. This followed a British 
ultimatum to the King regarding compensation for what the British termed ‘outrages’ towards 
traders in the port of Rangoon.  
 
5th April 1852: A small British force stormed Martaban and overwhelmed the defenders.  
 
11th  April 1852 : A British amphibious force of 8,000 men, under General Sir H. Godwin, 
commenced an assault on Rangoon. British warships bombed the Burmese defences and the 
next day British troops stormed ashore. After two days of fighting, the British controlled the 
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city and the main Burmese army retreated to the north. The British lost 20 men killed, both 
from enemy action and sunstroke.  
 
17th May 1852 : General Godwin, with 800 British troops, attacked the town of Bassein on 
the Irrawaddy River. Despite strong resistance, the British gained rapid possession of the 
position. The Burmese lost over 800 men killed or wounded.  
 
26th May 1852: The Burmese launched an attack against British-occupied Martaban, at the 
head of the Salween River. A British warship, standing offshore, shelled the attackers and 
forced them to retreat.  
 
3rd  June 1852 : The main city of Pegu fell to the advancing British army.  
 
October 1852: When campaigning resumed after the monsoon season, the British defeated 
the Burmese in a battle at the Shwemawdaw pagoda and then occupied the key city of Prome.  
 
20th December 1852: The British annexed Pegu province (Lower Burma). 
 
1853: The King, Pagan Min, was overthrown and replaced by his half brother Mindon Min.  
 
20th June 1853: Peace was obtained between Britain and Burma, although the new king of 
Burma, Mindon Min, refused to sign a treaty.  
 
1854: Mindon Min, in an attempt to establish better relations with the British, sent an 
ambassador to Calcutta and in return received one from them at his court in Ava.  
 
: A second Thai expedition against the Burmese-vassal state of Keny Yung was again 
defeated. 
 
1857: The king, Mindon Min, in an effort to cultivate outside support for his dominion, 
dispatched a diplomatic mission to the government of the United States. Although well 
received, no diplomatic or commercial treaty was forthcoming from the mission. 
 
: Mindon Min ordered the construction of the Kuthodaw Pagoda in Mandalay.  
 
1858: A fisherman, after claiming to have received a vision, was hailed as the deliverer of the 
people from the hated foreigners (the British). He quickly gained a following and his forces 
moved against Rangoon. However they were contained and defeated by the British garrison.  
 
1860: A revolutionary, claiming to be the Future Buddha, gathered forces together and 
attacked the British outpost at Toungoo. They were easily repelled and the rebellion crushed.  
 
1861: Mindon Min signed a commercial treaty with the British which allowed trade up the 
Irrawaddy river.  
 
1862: The British established a Resident at King Mindon Min’s court at Mandalay, the new 
capital.  
 
1865: An attempted coup aimed at overthrowing King Mindon Min failed. The coup leaders 
killed the heir-apparent before the revolt was crushed. Thereafter, Mindon Min never left the 
capital.  
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1866: U Lat (later a leading novelist) was born in Rangoon. 
 
1871: Two newspapers, the Burmah Herald and the Burmah Gazette, were first published. 
 
1872: A mission to France resulted in the signing of a commercial treaty between the two 
countries. However, the French did not at first ratify the treaty because of British complaints 
that Burma had asked for military aid.  
 
1874: The Mandalay Gazette, a newspaper under the proprietorship of King Mindon Min, 
began to be published four times a month. 
 
1875: Kodaw Hmaing (later condidered one of the greatest poets and writers of his time) was 
born. 
 
1875: U Lun (later nationalist poet, historian and politician) was born in Walij.  
 
1875: Thibaw Min ascended the throne following the death of his father, Mindon Min. He 
sought to remove all possible contenders to his position by executing his 80 half-brothers and 
sitsters. He also never left the royal palace at Mandalay during his reign.  
 
1879: Following the murder of the British Resident in the Afghan capital of Kabul, the 
British withdrew their Resident from the increasingly hostile environment of Thibaw Min’s 
capital of Mandalay. The French later ratified their 1873 commercial treaty with Burma.  
 
: U Maung Tyi (later writer of the first historical novels) was born in Njaunphyupin.  
 
1880: The Karen people established a nationalist organisation called the Karen National 
Association. They supported British rule, while promoting the Karen national identity.  
 
1882: The Rangoon municipal government became a 66% elected body following changes 
made by the British.  
 
: The yearly revenues of the Shwe-maw-daw Pagoda complex in the city of Prome were 
appropriated by the British government. This led to the temple falling into ruin and disrepair. 
The surrounding region, dependent upon religious endowments, decayed both economically 
and socially.  
 
1884: King Thibaw ordered the execution of 600 political prisoners in the capital city of 
Mandalay. 
 
: Rangoon College was founded to provide higher education for the British-controlled area of 
Burma, although the majority of students in the early years were Indians and Eurasians.  
 
January, 1885: French Prime Minister, Jules Ferry delivered a secret message to a 
diplomatic mission which indicated that France would be prepared to supply King Thibaw 
with arms once the French had completed their conquest of Tonkin in Vietnam. The letter 
later became public knowledge and led the British into a showdown with the Burmese 
government. 
 
22nd October 1885: The Third Anglo-Burmese War commenced following a British 
ultimatum to King Thibaw which concerned his interference with the teak trade leases held 
by the Bombay-Burma Timber Company.  
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10th November 1885: A combined British land and sea force of 12,000 men under General 
H. Prendergast, left Rangoon and set off up the Irrawaddy River in 55 boats with the aim of 
occupying the capital of Mandalay. 
 
19th  November 1885: In what was to be the toughest battle of the war, the British defeated a 
Burmese force and occupied the village of Minhla. The British had three men killed and 23 
wounded, while the Burmese lost 170 men killed.  
 
26th  November 1885: A barge carrying Burmese envoys arrived at the British headquarters 
to begin peace negotiations to end the Third Anglo-Burmese war.  
 
28th November 1885: British forces occupied the capital of Mandalay unopposed, and King 
Thibaw surrended. The war cost the British four killed, four drowned and 26 men wounded. 
Thibaw was taken to India and was held as a prisoner of state until his death in 1916.  
 
December 1885: British forces occupied the city of Bhamo in Kachin territory.  
 
1st January  1886 : Britain annexed Upper Burma. Guerilla warfare continued for a long 
time and it was five years before it was effectively quashed by the Upper Burma Field Force, 
commanded by General Sir George White.  
 
24th  July 1886 : The Chinese signed an agreement with Britain recognising the British 
position in Burma, which had in theory been a tributary state of China.  
 
October 1886: British occupation forces numbered over 32,000 men. General Sir Frederick 
Roberts was appointed commander-in-chief of the British forces. 
 
1888: The Hanthawaddy Press, the first Burmese-language printing press, was founded to 
promote local literature.  
 
December 1889: British forces under General Garnet Wolseley mounted the Ponkan 
expedition in upper Burma against the Chins and Lushai. Over a four-month period they were 
successful, losing only 51 men killed and wounded.  
 
January 1891: The town of Kawlin in upper Burma was besieged by rebel forces. However, 
a British relief column soon compelled the Burmese to lift the siege and retreat.  
 
1892: A punitive operation was conducted by the British against the Chins in upper Burma. 
The campaign lasted nearly five months.  
 
December 1892: Kachin forces attacked a police column and settlements. The British 
quickly mounted an expedition which crused the Kachins within three months.  
 
1893: The British government, after recognising that Burmese law was inherently different to 
Indian law, appointed Wundauk U Gaung to compile a work of Burmese law based on all the 
civil codes then extant.  
 
15th January 1896: A second Anglo-French agreement over Thailand was signed. The 
British abandoned their claims to any territory east of the Mekong river, thereby making the 
river the border for Laos and Burma. In return, the French agreed to respect the independence 
of Thailand.  
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1897: The Buddha Sasana Noggaha Association was founded at Mandalay for the 
preservation and promotion of the Buddhist religion.  
 
1904: James Hla Gyaw published, Maung Yin Maung Ma Me Ma, recognised as the first 
Burmese novel.  
 
1906: The British government informed China that it would regard the watershed between 
the Salween and N’Mai Kha rivers as the north-eastern frontier.  
 
: The Young Men’s Buddhist Association (YMBA) was founded. Initially a cultural and 
religious movement it soon became a focus for political action.  
 
25th May 1907: U Nu (later to become the first elected Prime Minister) was born in Wakema.  
 
1909: December: The Burma Moslem Society, devoted to Muslim interests within Burma, 
was founded.  
 
1910: J. S. Furnivall, an Englishman, established the Burma Research Society to promote 
interest in the history and culture of Burma.  
 
1911: The first Burmese-language daily newspaper, the Thooryah, commenced. 
 
14th May 1911: Ne Win (later Prime Minister and President) was born Maung Shu Maung. 
 
 
The Rise of South-East Asian Nationalism (1914-1944). 
 
13th February  1915: Aung San (later the last Chief Minister) was born at Natmauk in 
central Burma, the youngest of six children.  
 
17th April 1916: U Win Maung (later President) was born near Bassein.  
 
1917: The Young Men’s Buddhist Association condemned the increasing practice of 
Burmese women marrying foreigners.  
 
1920: Prince Damrong’s History of the Wars between Burma and Siam was published in 
Bangkok.  
 
December 1920: Responding to the British government’s failure to include Burmese in the 
new University of Rangoon Senate, large-scale boycotts occurred in schools throughout the 
country. This resulted in a number of National schools being formed.  
 
1921: The General Council of Burmese Associations (GCBA), led by Chit Hlaing, was 
founded following the demise of the Young Men’s Buddhist Association (YMBA). One of 
the GCBA’s first actions was to support a strike by students at the new University of 
Rangoon.  
 
1922: The British, following a series of local boycotts and strike, granted Burma the same 
rights of self-government they had previously given to India. Elections were held for a 
national assembly of 79 seats. The GCBA boycotted the elections although a splinter group, 
calling itself the Twenty-One Party under U Ba Pe, did run for office and won 28 seats.  
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1928: Elections for the national assembly were held for the third time since 1922.  
 
: The leaders of the Karen people, although supportive of British rule, called for the 
formation of an ethnic Karen state. 
 
1930: The Dohbama Asi-ayone, a nationalist organization, was founded by a Thaung, a 
lecturer at Rangoon University, following a large scale Indo-Burmese riots. 
 
: A major earthquake shook lower Burma, causing damage and loss of life. 
 
December 1930: The Galon rebellion, led by Saya San, a former member of the General 
Council of Burmese Association (GCBA), commenced against the British administration. 
Saya San claimed to be of royal blood and gave his followers magic amulets to protect them 
from harm. The rebellion spread to 12 of 40 districts. It took 12,000 troops from India some 
six months to crush, at the cost of 1,300 Burmese lives. Saya San and a number of others 
were later executed by the British government. 
 
November 1931: A round table conference took place between British representatives and 
Burmese Independence leaders (including Daw Mya Sein, the first woman to be elected to 
the national assembly) regarding greater autonomy. 
 
November 1932: A general election was held to decide whether Burma should remain part of 
Indian federation or should be separate. The Separationists were defeated by the Anti-
separationist movement, led by Dr Ba Maw, which won a 10-seat majority in the legislative 
council.  
 
13th December 1932: U Chit Hlaing, the President of the legislative council, was defeated 
75-25 in a motion to remove him brought by Sir Joseph Maung Gyi. 
 
1933: Journalist and writer U Luhtu Hla began Publishing the Monthly magazine, Success. 
 
13th January  1933: Sir Joseph Maung Gyi and Byaw Din, an anti-separationist, were 
appointed ministers to the legislative council.  
 
4th April 1934: The legislative council passed a vote of no confidence in Sir Joseph Maung 
Gyi and Kyaw Din. They were replaced as ministers by U Ba Pe, the leader of People’s Party 
( a separationist) and Dr Ba Maw, an anti-separationist.  
 
12th December 1934:  U Chit Hlaing’s  anti-separationist party, the General council of 
Burmese Associations, adopted a resolution rejecting the proposals of a joint select 
committee regarding the separation of Burma from India. The party also rejected a draft 
constitution for a separate Burma. 
 
23rd February 1935: The leader of the Independent party , Sir Oscar de Glanville, was 
removed by the Governor, Sir Hugh Stephenson as president (speaker) of the legislative 
council after a motion of no-confidence was passed against him two days earlier. Among the 
reasons for his removal was the fact he could not speak Burmese. 
 
27th February 1935: U Chit Hlaing was elected as the new President of the legislative 
council, wining by a comfortable 25 votes. 
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17th April 1935: The governments of China, Britain and India agreed to establish a joint 
commission, with a neutral chairman appointed by the President of the League of Nations, to 
determine the boundary between Burma and the southern Chinese province of Yunan.  
 
December 1936: Elections were held for a national assembly of 132 seats. The GCBA, led 
by U Ba Pe, won 46 while Dr Ba Maw’s party won only 15. 
 
1st April 1937: Britain officially separated the government of Burma from India, granting an 
increased form of self-government and a new constitution. Dr Ba Maw combined with the U 
Chit Hlaing Party and was asked by governor, Sir Archibald Cochrane to form a government. 
The majority GCBA, led by U Ba Pe, could not form a government due to internal 
dissension.  
 
12th May 1937: In celebration of the coronation of King George VI of England, a parade of 
2,000 troops and flyovers by aircraft took place in Singapore. In Rangoon, in Burma, a three 
day regatta was held on the city lakes. 
 
26th July 1938: Anti-Indian and anti-Muslim riots broke out in Rangoon, following a protest 
meeting against a book that contained alleged insults to Buddhism. Before order was 
restored, over 100 mosques were destroyed and many hundreds of people were killed and 
injured over the ensuing three months. 
 
August 1938: U Pu resigned from Chief Minister, Ba Maw’s cabinet and joined the 
opposition.  
 
22nd August 1938: Following further outbreaks of civil disobedience, a state of emergency 
was declared.  
 
6th February 1939: King George VI of Britain approved a national flag consisting of a blue 
ensign bearing the emblem of a Burmese peacock on a circular gold background with the 
Union Jack in the top left-hand corner.  
 
15th February 1939: The coalition government of Dr Ba Maw collapsed, following a vote of 
no-confidence which passed the House of Representatives by 70-37 with 11 abstentions.  
 
20th February 1939: A new coalition government was formed with U Pu becoming Chief 
Minister. 
 
29th May 1939: The entire cabinet resigned as a result of the failure of commerce minister, U 
Tun to resign when asked to do so by Chief Minister, U Pu. A new cabinet, without U Tun, 
was formed the next day. 
 
17th June 1939: The government established a commission of inquiry into alleged Indian 
migrant penetration into the country. 
 
August 1939: Former Chief Minister, Ba Maw, the leader of the opposition, resigned from 
parliament to devote his attention to the ‘Freedom Bloc’ movement.  
 
21st January 1940: The cabinet of Chief Minister, U Pu was dissolved after home minister, 
U Ba Pe refused to resign. The cabinet was re-constituted a short time later with Maung Aye 
the only new face in the ministry. 
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12th July 1940: The British government, unable to extract the support of the United States, 
closed the Burma Road under pressure from the Japanese. The road had been constructed 
between 1937 and 1939 to carry war materiel to China, to enable her to carry on the war 
against Japan.  
 
August 1940: Aung San, the secretary-general of the Freedom Bloc, an alliance of nationalist 
groups, secretly left Burma with Yan Aung and travelled to the international settlement at 
Kulangsu in Amoy in China. They later continued on to Japan. The British government had 
earlier issued an arrest warrant for Aung San. 
 
6th August 1940: Ba Maw was arrested under the Defence of Burma Rules and sentenced at 
Mandalay a few weeks later on charges of sedition to one year in prison.  
 
7th September 1940: Chief Minister, U Pu resigned following a no-confidence motion that 
passed 81-32 in the House of Representatives. Two days later, U Saw was asked to form a 
government.  
 
18th October 1940: The British re-opened the Burma Road which allowed supplies to again 
reach China.  
 
March, 1941: Aung San, one of the leaders of the Thakin independence movement, arrived 
in Rangoon aboard a Japanese ship. He then recruited 30 Thakins (later known as the Thirty 
Comrades) for secret training as part of a fledgling Burma Independence Army. He soon 
returned to Japan with a number of other nationalists and undertook military training.  
 
26th March 1941: U Chit Hlaing was reelected speaker of the House of Representatives. 
 
30th March 1941: The new national flag was first hoisted in Rangoon.  
 
18th June 1941: Following several years of negotiation, an Anglo-Chinese agreement was 
signed in Chungking delimiting the frontier between China and Burma. 
 
28th June 1941: An agreement on India immigration into Burma was signed by Chief 
Minister, U Saw and Indian representative, Sir A. Bajpai. 
 
10th Oct 1941: Chief Minister, U Saw arrived in Britain to discuss Dominion status and self-
government, after the war. He left London a few weeks later and travelled to the United 
States.  
 
23rd December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Rangoon. This caused the Indian labour 
force working on its defences to abandon the city. 
 
January 1942: U Saw was arrested by British authorities while on his way home from 
Britain. He was charged with being in contact with the Japanese.  
 
12th January 1942: The Japanese commenced the invasion of Burma. Japanese troops, 
guided by Burmese nationalists, struck from Thailand via mountain passes in the south, and 
headed towards Moulmein.  
 
19th January 1942: Sir Paw Tun, a member of the Patriotic Party, succeeded U Saw as Chief 
Minister.  
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23rd January 1942: General Joseph Stilwell, 58 years old, was appointed commander of US 
Army forces in the China-Burma-India Theatre. 
 
30th January 1942: Japanese forces took the key city of Moulmein.  
 
9th February 1942: After pausing to reinforce their invading army by a further 18,000 men, 
the Japanese forced their way across the Salween river. The defending British and Indian 
troops fell back to the sittang river in front of Rangoon.  
 
23rd February 1942: The British and Indian troops in front of the Sittang river were defeated 
by the Japanese and forced to retreat.  
 
4th March 1942: The Japanese surrounded the key city of Pegu. 
 
8th March 1942: Rangoon fell without a fight to the rapidly advancing Japanese. 
 
12th March 1942: Two Chinese armies, under the nominal command of American General, 
Joseph Stilwell, were sent to aid the British defence of western Burma.  
 
30th May 1942: British and Chinese forces began falling back towards Magwe and 
Mandalay. A Chinese division, after being surrounded by the Japanese in Toungoo, managed 
to fight its way out, having lost 1,000 men killed over a 12-day period. 
 
3rd April 1942: Japanese planes bombed Mandalay, killing over 400 people and destroying 
the railroad station and hospital. 
 
20th April 1942: Japanese forces smashed through a Chinese division defending the eastern 
flank of the allied line, aiming to take Mandalay and Lashio. 
 
29th April 1942: The Japanese captured the town of Lashio, cutting the Burma Road.  
 
1st May 1942: Japanese forces took Mandalay while the British retreated up the Chindwin 
Valley to India.  
 
13th June 1942: The government reestablished itself, in exile in India, under governor, Sir 
Reginald Dorman-Smith and Chief Minister, Sir Paw Tun.  
 
1st August 1942: Responding to nationalist complaints, the Japanese commander General 
Iida established a nominal government under the leadership of U Ba Maw. Supreme power 
nevertheless remained in the hands of General Iida. 
 
19th December 1942: British and Indian troops re-entered Burma in a small offensive in 
Arakan against the Japanese. Their aim was to take Akyab, on the west coast, but the drive 
was defeated by the Japanese over the ensuing three months.  
 
14th April 1943: General William Slim took over command of the British forces in Arakan.  
 
24th April 1943: A British commando group, led by Orde Wingate and known as the 
Chindits, returned to India after three months behind Japanese lines. Of the 3,000 men sent 
into Burma over 800 were killed. 
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1st August 1943: The Japanese granted nominal independence, with U Ba Maw continuing as 
Prime Minister and Bandora U Sein as President. Aung San, the leader of the Thirty 
Comrades and commander of the Burma Independence Army, was minister of war. U Nu was 
foreign minister and U Than Tun, a communist, was minister of agriculture.  
 
5th August 1943: Germany recognised the ‘independent state of Burma’ under Ba Maw.  
 
30th October 1943: The Japanese-installed puppet government declared war on Britain and 
the United States. 
 
24th December 1943: British and Chinese troops commenced the second Arakan campaign 
against the Japanese, who were supported by four Thai divisions, in Burma.  
 
19th February 1944: An American commando force under General Frank Merrill entered the 
Hukawng valley area of northern Burma to begin operations against the Japanese. It was the 
first and only American ground combat force in the China-Burma-India Theatre and became 
known as Merrill’s Marauders. 
 
28th February 1944: British forces commenced an offensive against the Japanese in Upper 
Burma.  
 
5th March 1944: Orde Wingate’s commando force, the Chindits, began to re-enter Burma for 
a second campaign behind Japanese lines. Within a few days nearly 9,000 men had been 
landed behind the Japanese. 
 
24th March 1944: General  Orde Wingate was killed when his plane crashed into a 
mountainside in Burma. Brigadier William Lentaigne was appointed to replace him as 
commander of the Chindits. 
 
31st March 1944: The Japanese army in southern Burma began an advance on Imphal, with 
the intention of forestalling any British offensive from India. They soon encircled the British 
forces under General Willam Slim. However, British control of the air allowed Imphal to be 
constantly re-supplied with food and ammunition and the Japanese assault was soon blunted.  
 
19th May 1944: General Frank Merrill, commander of the American commando force inside 
Burma known as Merrills Marauders, suffered a heart attack and had to be repatriated.  
 
5th July 1944: British forces captured Ukhul, thereby removing the Japanese threat to Imphal. 
The Japanese army went into a general retreat following their defeat near Imphal. They had 
lost over 30,000 men in a three-month period and had failed in their objectives for the first 
time in south-east Asia. 
 
August 1944: Representatives of the Burmese Communist Party, led by U Than Tun, and 
Aung San’s Thakin Independence Party met Ssecretly and established the Anti-Fascist 
People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) to control underground activities against the Japanese.  
 
: A group of 59 mixed Chinese and Korean ‘comfort wonen’ were captured by Allied troops 
during the Japanese retreat from Myitkyina.  
 
3rd August 1944: The town of Myitkyina, in northern Burma, fell to the British and Chinese 
after a 78-day siege. 
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18th December 1944: Northern Burma was finally cleared of Japanese. 
 
 
The Struggle for Independence. 1945-1966 
 
22nd January 1945: The British occupied Monywa on the Chindwin river.  
 
2nd March 1945: Aung San left Rangoon with his 10,000-strong Burma National Army, with 
Japanese approval, ostensibly to fight the British. However, his troops melted into the jungle 
and immediately began assaulting Japanese lines of communication.  
 
7th March 1945: The city of Mandalay fell to the advancing British.  
 
22nd April 1945: The advancing British forces captured the strategically important centre of 
Toungoo from the retreating Japanese, suffering only light casualties. 
 
4th May 1945: The capital of Rangoon was re-occupied by the British. The Japanese 
commander, General Kimura evacuated his forces from the city without a fight. 
 
16th May 1945: The British field commander, General William Slim, met for talks with the 
leader of the rebel Burma National Army, Aung San, at Meiktila. Aung San agreed to link up 
with the allied push against the Japanese. 
 
June 19th 1945: Aung San Suu Kyi (later writer and Nobel Peace Prize winner) was born in 
Rangoon. 
 
19th August 1945: In a mass rally in Rangoon, Aung San demanded complete independence 
from Britain. The British had previously announced Burma would return to self-government 
after three years of military rule. 
 
1st November 1945: Governor, Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith appointed an executive council, 
without Burma Patriotic Front (BPF) representation, headed by Sir John Wise. The council 
included two other westerners while the Burmese were led by Sir Paw Tun, U Pu and seven 
others. 
 
1st January 1946: The British governor set up a legislative council to assist the executive 
council. The AFPFL under Aung San declined to serve on the council.  
 
21st January 1946: The first congress of the AFPFL was held at the Shwe Dagon Pagoda 
under the presidency of Aung San. It was attended by over 1,000 delegates and demanded 
complete independence from Britain.  
 
February 1946: The British government released U Saw from internment and allowed him 
to return home. He had been imprisoned for collaboration with the Japanese. 
 
May 1946: The AFPFL disaffiliated itself with the Thakin Soe-led Communist Party of 
Burma. However, the Burmese Communist Party (BCP) led Thakin Than Tun and U Thein 
Pe remained under the AFPFL umbrella. 
 
2nd June 1946: Following a demand by Myochit Party leader U Saw to Britain to set a time 
limit for independence, the three Myochit members of the executive council and the five 
Myochit members of the legislative council tendered their resignations. 
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8th June 1946: A mass independence rally organised by the AFPFL and attended by nearly 
50,000 people took place in Rangoon.  
 
15th July 1946: The government banned the Communist Party of Burma, led by Thakin Soe, 
and its affiliated ‘Red Flag Workers Unions’, following a series of strikes. The Red Flags 
then commenced a guerrilla war against British rule.  
 
1st August 1946: Ba Maw was released from prison in Tokyo by US authorities and flown 
home by the British. They had granted him a pardon for his wartime collaboration with the 
Japanese. 
 
6th September 1946: The Burmese police force, angry at British failure to heed their 
grievances, went on strike. The leader of the Anti-Faxcist People’s Freedom League 
(AFPFL), Aung San, quickly organised a general strike across the country. 
 
26th September 1946: The new British governor, Sir Hubert Rance, formed a new executive 
council after discussions with Aung San, the AFPFL leader, and the Myochit Party. The 
council was headed byb U Tin Tut with Aung San as deputy chairman. Also included were U 
Thein Pe and U Saw and five others.They ended the general strike in Burma.  
 
20th October 1946: The Burmese Communist Party (BCP), led by U Than Thut, was 
disaffiliated with the AFPFL after Aung San claimed it was working against his party. Kyaw 
Nyein became secretary-general of the AFPFL. U Thein Pe, a member of the BCP, resigned 
from the ruling executive council the following day. 
 
13th January 1947: A delegation consisting of Aung San, U Saw, U Tin Tut, U Ba Pe, 
Thakin Ba Sein and Thakin Mya met with British Prime Minister, Clement Attlee in London 
for two weeks of independence discussions. The British government announced plans to 
grant independence within a year. Under the agreement, elections for a constituent assembly 
were to be held as soon as possible. 
 
24th January 1947: Both the Red Flag (led by Thakin Soe) and Red Shirt (led by Thakin 
Than Thun and U Thein Pe) Communists were banned as unlawful associations following a 
number of demonstrations against the London independence agreement. 
February 1947: Former Chief Ministers, Ba Maw, U Saw, Sir Paw Tun and others formed a 
National Opposition Front against Aung San and the AFPFL. 
 
6th February 1947: Despite the dissent of U Saw and Thakin Ba Sein the executive council 
ratified the London agreement with Britain. Thakin Ba Sein and U Saw fesigned from the 
executive council in protest at the agreement 13 days after. 
 
9th February 1947: A conference of minority groups was held at Panglong between Aung 
San and U Tin Tut of the AFPFL and representatives of the Shans, Chins, and Kachins. The 
conference concluded that independence for these minority groups would be more seppdily 
achieved by co-operation with the interim government. 
 
12th February 1947: The ethnic predominantly Christian Karens asked the British 
government to establish a ‘separate Karen state within the British Empire’. 
 
9th April 1947: The AFPFL, led by Aung San, won a massive 210 of the 247 seats at 
elections for a Constituent Assembly. The so-called White Flag Communists under U Than 
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Thun collected seven seats while the Karens won 24. Three women were among the elected 
candidates. Aung San was installed as Chief Minister. The election was boycotted by U 
Saw’s Myochit Party, Ba Maw’s Maha Bama Party and the Dobama Asiay-one Party of 
Thakin Ba Sein. The KNU also presented no candidates and the 24 elected Karen were from 
the Karen Youth League, affiliated with the AFPFL.  
 
13th June 1947: The constituent assembly unanimously chose U Nu, the Vice-President of 
the AFPFL, as President of the Assembly. 
 
19th July 1947: The 33-year-old Chief Minister, Aung San and six cabinet members were 
assassinated by five opposition dissidents who burst in upon them during a ministerial 
meeting in Rangoon, firing machine guns. Two secretaries and a security guard were also 
killed. A curfew was immediately imposed in Rangoon.  
 
20th July 1947: The British governor, Sir Hubert Rance, asked the President of the 
constituent assembly, U Nu, form a government, following the assassination of Aung San the 
previous day. U Saw, the leader of the Myochit Party, and 177 others were arrested by 
authorities. Further arrests were made in the ensuing days. 
 
24th September 1947: The constitution of the soon to be independent Union of Burma, 
including the creation of a semi-autonomous Karenni State within the union, was adopted by 
the constituent assembly under Chief Minister, U Nu. 
 
7th October 1947: Diplomatic relations were established with the Chinese Kuomintang 
government of Chiang Kai-Shek. 
 
9th October 1947: Daw Khin Kyi, the widow of Aung San, was appointed chairperson of the 
Social Welfare Board and given cabinet rank. 
 
6th November 1947: An assassination attempt against Chief Minister U Nu, near Mingladon, 
failed. 
 
24th November 1947: The Burma Socialist Party and the People’s Volunteer Organisation 
announced they would merge. Bo Let Ya, the Deputy Chief Minister, was elected leader. 
 
30th December 1947: The alleged murderers of Aung San and six cabinet ministers were 
executed. The chief conspirator behind the assassination was alleged to be U Saw, who had 
been arrested and was later tried. 
 
4th January 1948: The Union of Burma was proclaimed as an independent republic with U 
Nu, the AFPFL leader, as the first Prime Minister. Burma refused to join the British 
Commonwealth, becoming the first ex-colony to do so. However, it did establish diplomatic 
relations with Britain. 
 
18th February 1948: Diplomatic relations were established with the Soviet Union. 
 
March 1948: A communist revolt in the Irrawaddy Delta region, called the White Flag 
rebellion, commenced against the U Nu government. A paramilitary force called the People’s 
Volunteer Organisation (PVO) joined the White Flags.  
 
19th April 1948: Admitted as a member of the United Nations General Assembly. 
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8th May 1948: The former opposition leader U Saw, after being tried and found guilty of 
conspiracy in the murder of Aung San and six other others, was executed. 
 
August 1948: The Karens, hoping to establish an independent state, began a revolt against 
the government. 
 
9th August 1948: Two battalions of government troops mutinied at Thayetmyo and 
Mingaladon. They were forced out by loyal troops and retreated to Prome. 
 
20th August 1948: Martial law was imposed by President Sao Shwe Thaik. 
 
September 1948: A Regional Autonomy Committee was established to consider the claims 
of the Karen and other ethnic minorities for autonomous status within the Union. 
 
1st September 1948: Moulmein was seized by Karen separatists. They later occupied 
Shwegyin and Kaukkyi. 
 
17th September 1848: U Tin Tut, a former foreign minister and leader of the AFPFL, was 
seriously injured in a car bombing in Rangoon. He died the next day.  
 
27th January 1949: Karen forces took the towns of Toungoo and Pyu from the government. 
 
4th February 1949: Karen forces captured Insein, just 18 kilometres north of Rangoon.  
 
16th March 1949: Mandalay, the country’s second-largest city, fell to Karen and communist 
forces. 
 
2nd April 1949: Six ministers of Prime Minister U Nu’s cabinet, four socialists and two PVO 
members, resigned. Three days later U Nu re-shuffled his cabinet, appointing General Ne 
Win as defence and home affairs minister. 
 
22nd May 1949: The strategic town of Insein was re-captured from the Karen by government 
forces. 
 
14th June 1949: The Karen declared their independence, establishing a government and 
capital at Toungoo. The Burmese military recovered from their earlier setbacks and launched 
a counter-offensive against the Karen and their communist allies. 
 
January 1950: Approximately 2,000 Kuomintang troops commanded by General’s Lim Mi, 
Liu Kuo-Chwan and Ma Chau-Yi, crossed the border from Yunnan in China after being 
defeated by the communist army under Mao Zedong. 
 
19th March 1950: Burmese forces captured the Karen capital of Toungoo, re-establishing 
control over most of central Burma. The Karen, however, continued to oppose the 
government from mountain strongholds. 
 
19th May 1950: The chief communist controlled city of Prome, in south-central Burma, fell 
to the advancing Burmese army. 
 
July 1950: The government ordered the Kuomintang troops in the north to surrender or quit 
Burma. They refused and were subsequently attacked by government forces. They re-grouped 
at Mong Hsat near the Thai border. 
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April 1951: The government claimed the number of Kuomintang troops in the country had 
grown to 4,000 and were being trained, reinforced and supplied by Taiwan. 
 
21st June 1951: National parliamentary elections were commenced in a staggered fashion 
due to serious unrest in many districts. The elections were not concluded until January  
 
7th July 1951: A five-year treaty of peace and friend ship was signed with India in Rangoon. 
 
January 1952: The government launched a three-month offensive against Kuomintang 
forces in the north of the country. 
 
3rd January 1952: Admitted as the 51st member of the IMF and World Bank. 
 
12th March 1952: Sir Ba U, a former chief justice of the Supreme Court, was elected 
President by both houses of parliament. 
 
30th April 1952: The state of war with Japan was officially terminated by the Burmese 
government. 
 
27th May 1952: The government announced the capture of the Karen and communist district 
headquarters of Mergui. 
 
28th October 1952: Government forces reoccupied the town of Mong Peng which had been 
held by the Kuomintang for a year. 
 
23rd November 1952: The Burmese air force was sent into action for the first time against 
the Kuomintang, bombing concentrations at Mong Pu Awn. 
 
1st December 1952: In order to prevent the westward movement of the Kuomintang forces, 
22 of the 32 Shan states were placed under martial law. 
 
6th January 1953: An Asian Socialist conference commenced in Rangoon. 
 
25th February 1953: Government forces expelled the Kuomintang from Shadaw in Karenni 
state.  
 
8th November 1953: A group of 2,000 Chinese Kuomintang troops, formerly part of the 
Nationalist army of Chiang Kai Shek, were shipped under United Nations auspices from 
northern Burma into Thailand and then repatriated to Taiwan. The Burmese government 
claimed there were still some 10,000 Kuomintang troops in the country. 
 
May 1954: A second group of Chinese Kuomintang troops, totalling 6,400 men, were 
repatriated by the UN from northern Burma to Taiwan.  
 
2nd June 1954: Prime Minister U Nu established a separate self-governing ethnic Karen state 
(later called Kawthule), and appointed Karen leaders to cabinet posts within his government. 
The Karen had begun an independence movement some five years earlier and had fought 
against Burmese troops for much of that time. 
 
16th August 1954: The Burmese government announced de jure recognition of Laos and 
Cambodia. Sti Lanka recognised Laos and Cambodia two days later. 



 25

 
27th October 1954: The Ava bridge, spanning the Irrawaddy river between Amarapura and 
Sagaing, was opened. 
 
5th November 1954: A peace treaty was signed with Japan in Rangoon, officially ending 
hostilities (see April 30th, 1952). 
 
10th January 1955: The Burmese government announced it had agreed to establish 
diplomatic relations with Cambodia. 
 
5th October 1955: The Burmese government announced it was waiving all reparations claims 
against Thailand, arising out of the Thai occupation of Burmese territory during the Second 
World War. 
 
1st January 1956: A government social security scheme providing for medical care, sickness 
benefit, maternity benefit and funeral grants came into force in Rangoon, Insein and four 
other townships. 
 
29th January 1956: Lamaing, a town 80 kilometres south of Moulmein, was sacked by 1,000 
Karen and Kuomintang troops. 
 
31st March 1956: Seven railway bridges were destroyed near Pegu by insurgents. 
 
11th April 1956: The first scheduled air services with China commenced, with flights from 
Rangoon to Kunming.  
 
27th April 1956: A general election for a 250-seat Chamber of Deputies and a 125-seat 
Chamber of Nationalities was won easily by the ruling AFPFL of Prime Minister U Nu. 
 
5th June 1956: Prime Minister U Nu stepped down to re-organise his political party, the Anti-
Fascist People’s Freedom League, in an attempt to curb factionalism and corruption. The 
Socialist, U Ba Swe took over as Prime Minister a week later. 
 
7th August 1956: Prime Minister, U Ba Swe announced that there were some 500 Chinese 
soldiers occupying disputed territory in Wa state. 
 
2nd October 1956: The Chinese government announced it would withdraw its troops in Wa 
state back to the 1941 Anglo-Chinese border demarcation line. 
 
15th October 1956: A treaty of friendship was signed in Bangkok between Thailand and 
Burma. 
 
10th December 1956: Zhou En-lai, the Chinese Prime Minister, arrived in Rangoon for ten 
days of talks with the government over disputes on the northern border. 
 
1st March 1957: U Nu, having re-organised the AFPFL, was unanimously re-elected as 
Prime Minister by the chamber of deputies. Socialist leader U Ba Swe was appointed Deputy 
Prime Minister. 
 
11th March 1957: U Win Maung was unanimously elected President at a joint session of 
parliament. 
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12th March 1957: The government of India made a cash loan to the economically barren 
government. 
 
18th April 1957: Representatives of Burma, Indonesia, Ceylon, India, Iraq, Syria and Japan 
met in New Delhi for the first meeting of the Asian Legal Consultative Committee. 
 
August 1957: A government offensive against communist forces south of Mandalay led to 
large numbers of rebels surrendering. 
 
27th November 1957: Bo Myo Aung, a Karen leader, surrendered with 146 others to the 
government at Thaton. 
 
1958: Journalist and writer Luhtu U Hla received the UNESCO Prize for Literature for his 
short stories Little Birds from a Cage. 
 
January 1958: The third All-Burma AFPFL congress took place in Rangoon, chaired by 
Prime Minister U Nu. At this congress, U Nu declared that the AFPFL would become a 
unitary party instead of just a coalition. However, this action caused a split in the party with 
the Socialists turning against him. 
 
25th January 1958: U Sein Da, a Buddhist monk and the leader of Arakanese guerrillas, 
surrendered with 1,000 followers at Minbya. 
 
23rd February 1958: Insurgents blew up the main pipeline supplying water to Rangoon. 
 
5th May 1958: Over 1,300 Karen insurgents surrendered to the government at Taunggyi. 
 
4th June 1958: Deputy Prime Ministers, U Ba Swe and U Kyaw Nyein, along with 13 other 
ministers, resigned from Prime Minister U Nu’s cabinet after faction fighting within the 
AFPFL. 
 
25th June 1958: The PVO allowed government forces to occupy Gwa on the Arakan coast. It 
had previously been in insurgent hands for 10 years. 
 
19th July 1958: PVO and New Mon State forces began surrendering to the government at 
Moulmein. PVO leader, Bo Po Kun surrendered at Mandalay three weeks later. 
 
26th Septermber 1958: General Ne Win, the army chief-of-staff, took control of the 
government following rumours of an intended communist coup. The governing party of 
Prime Minister U Nu, the AFPFL, had split into factions following its congress in January 
and fearing civil war U Nu had tendered his resignation and nominated Ne Win as his 
successor. U Thein Maung was appointed Deputy Prime Minister. 
 
26th February 1959: Both houses of parliament approved a bill to temporality amend the 
constitution to permit General Ne Win to remain as Prime Minister until 1960.  
 
2nd March 1959: The government passed a bill that introduced compulsory military service 
for a period of six months to two years for all men aged between 18 and 46 and women 
between 18 and 36. 
 
28th January 1960: A non-aggression treaty was signed with China, and an agreement was 
reached on a border settlement. 
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6th February 1960: General Ne Win restored civilian government and held national 
elections. A new group, the Union League (also called the ‘clean’ AFPFL) led by U Nu, won 
a decisive 166 of 207 seats. The Socialists, who were supported by the military, won just 38 
seats. 
 
4th April 1960: U Nu was returned as Prime Minister following his party’s victory in the 
recent elections. 
 
1st October 1960: Burma and the People’s Republic of China signed a treaty of friendship 
with each other and signed a frontier demarcation agreement. 
 
4th June 1961: Following the signing of a border agreement, the exchange of territory 
between China and Burma took place peaceably. 
 
28th August 1961: Buddhism was established as the state religion under a constitutional 
amendment. 
 
November 1961: Buddhist monks, opposed to Prime Minister U Nu’s legislation aimed at 
giving minority religions a share in government religious funds, burned down a number of 
mosques on the outskirts of Rangoon.  
 
February 1962: Prime Minister U Nu called a conference in Rangoon of representatives of 
all ethnic minorities in an attempt to reach a mutual accommodation and understanding which 
would end years of internal fighting. 
 
2nd March 1962: In an almost bloodless coup (one person was killed), General Ne Win 
overthrew Prime Minister U Nu and established a military dictatorship. The ethnic Shan 
people (attending a conference in Rangoon) had threatened to secede unless they were 
granted greater autonomy and Ne Win used this as grounds for the military take-over. U Nu 
was placed under house arrest for the next four years, before being exiled. A Revolutionary 
Council was installed which ruled by decree until 1974. 
 
4th March 1962: The revolutionary government of General Ne Win was first recognized by 
the United Arab Republic. Within a week a further 27 countries, including Australia, Britain, 
China, Cambodia, France, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, North Vietnam and the 
United States had recognised the Ne Win take-over. 
 
4th July 1962: The ruling Revolutionary Council of General Ne Win established its own 
political party, the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP). 
 
7th July 1962: Students demonstrated against strict new rules introduced at Rangoon 
University. The military government of General Ne Win sent troops in to quell the 
demonstrators, resulting in the reported deaths of some hundreds of students. The army also 
blew up the student union building on the campus.  
 
30th November 1962: U Thant was elected secretary-general of the United Nations. 
 
8th February 1963: Brigadier Aung Gyi, the number-two man in the 17-member 
Revolutionary Council, resigned all his posts, including that of deputy army chief-of-staff, 
following a faction struggle with General Tin Pe. His position as deputy army chief-of-staff 
was taken by Brigadier San Yu. 
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23rd February 1963: The government nationalised both Burmese and foreign banks. The 
timber industry was nationalised three days later. 
 
1st April 1963: The government granted an amnesty to all people who had committed an 
offence other than murder, rape or serious injury to people or property. Over 3,000 people 
were released. 
 
11th June 1963: The Revolutionary Council invited all insurgent organisations to begin peace 
negotiations with the government. 
 
26th July 1963: The government established its own press agency, with the name News 
Agency Burma. It was granted a monopoly on internal news distribution. 
 
9th August 1963: The government arrested U Ba Swe and U Kyaw Nyein (of the AFPFL), 
Bo Min Gaung (the leader of the Union Party), U Win and Thakin San Mying on charges of 
attempting to sabotage the peace process with insurgent organisations. 
 
14th November 1963: Peace talks between the NDUF (an alliance of White Flag 
Communists, the New Mon State Party, Chin National Progressive Party, KNU and Karreni 
State Party) and the government broke down.  
 
1st December 1963: Rangoon University was closed indefinitely following student riots. 
Mandalay University, Molumein and Bassein Colleges were also closed in the ensuing days 
after further unrest. 
 
12th March 1964: A peace agreement was signed between the Revolutionary Council and the 
KNDO led by Saw Hunter Tha Hmwe. 
 
28th March 1964: The Revolutionary Council issued a decree that dissolved all political 
parties and associations except the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP). 
 
April 1964: The ruling Revolutionary Council decreed that all Buddhist organisations would 
not be permitted to engage in political activities. The decree set off a storm of protest which 
led to it being rescinded the following month.  
 
16th September 1964: The government ordered the nationalisation of The Guardian 
newspaper in Rangoon. Five days earlier it had nationlised the Botataung newspaper. 
 
March 1965: A Buddhist conference, initiated by the ruling Revolutionary Council, took 
place in Rangoon. Among other things it established a programme of religious educational 
reform which was opposed by a number of prominent monks. The government of Ne Win 
was compelled to use force against the dissidents. 
 
19th July 1965: As a result of its nationalisation policy, the government reported that some 
96,800 Indian nationals registered as foreigners had been repatriated to India since April 
1963. In the same period, 11,768 Pakistanis had been repatriated. 
 
9th December 1965: A railway disaster occurred near Toungoo and resulted in the deaths of a 
number of people. 
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9th May 1966: General Ne Win signed a boundary agreement with President Ayub Khan, 
fixing the frontier with East Pakistan (later Bangladesh). 
 
27th October 1966: Former Prime Minister, U Nu and U Ba Swe were unconditionally 
released from detention by the Revolutionary Council. 
 
 
 
The Emergence of ASEAN (1967-1996) 
 
June 1967: Anti-Chinese rioting took place in Rangoon after local Chinese Red Guards 
allegedly began provoking Burmese citizens. The Chinese government in Beijing attacked Ne 
Win’s regime, calling it ‘fascist’.  
 
August 1967: The army commenced a series of offensives against separatist and Communist 
forces in the Pegu, Prome and Toungoo areas. 
 
6th October 1967: The government demanded the repatriation of all Chinese technicians and 
experts in the country. 
 
12th October 1967: U Win Maung, a former President arrested in 1962, was released from 
detention by the Revolutionary Council. 
 
January 1968: Three Rangoon representatives of the New China News Agency were 
expelled by the government. 
 
28th February 1968: The government announced the release of 127 people from detention. 
They included U Kyaw Nyein, a leader of the AFPFL: Brigadier Aung Gyi, a former chief-
of-staff and U Myint Thein, a former chief justice. 
 
24th September 1968: Thakin Than Thun, the leader of the pro-Chinese White Flag 
Communists, was assassinated by one of his own followers. 
 
4th December 1968: An Internal Unity Advisory Board, led by U Win Maung, was formed to 
make recommendations to General Ne Win’s Revolutionary Council regarding the future 
direction of the country. 
 
16th December 1968: The government took control of 168 industrial enterprises in Rangoon 
and Mandalay. 
 
19th June 1969: U Thi Hah, the only civilian member of the cabinet, resigned as foreign 
minister. He was replaced by Colonel Maung Lwin. 
 
23rd August 1969: Former Prime Minister U Nu arrived in London and announced the 
formation of a movement to re-establish democracy in his homeland. He later went to 
Thailand and was granted political asylum. 
 
November 1969: General Ne Win informed a BSPP conference that over 100 Burmese 
troops had been killed in clashes with Chinese troops on the border since the beginning of the 
year. 
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March 1970: Burmese Communist Party (BCP) forces attacked and occupied the northern 
Burma town of Panghsai. It was turned into the new BCP headquarters and was not re-taken 
by the Burmese army until 1987. 
 
October 1970: Diplomatic relations were restored with the People’s Republic of China. 
 
April 1971: Kyin Pe, the secretary-general of the Karen National Union, was killed by 
government troops at his headquarters. 
 
1st April 1971: The United Liberation Front, led by former Prime Minister U Nu, met at Palu 
and began organising full-scale guerrilla activity against the government. 
 
28th June 1971: A congress of the BSPP elected a 150-member central committee. Of these 
119 were members of the military. 
 
8th July 1971: General Ne Win was elected chairman of the central committee of the BSPP. 
 
20th April 1972: General Ne Win dropped his military title and functions but remained 
chairman of the BSPP and became Prime Minister. His assistant, General San Yu was 
appointed Deputy Prime Minister and chief-of-staff of the armed forces. 
 
July 1972: The government released 72 political prisoners. 
 
July 1972: A small aircraft flew over Rangoon late at night and dropped thousands of leaflets 
calling on the populace to rise up against the government. 
 
31st December 1973: A new Constitution was approved after a two-week referendum. Under 
its terms Burma would become a one-party Socialist Republic with an elected unicameral 
parliamentary chamber. 
 
4th January 1974: A new Constitution was inaugurated which provided for the election of a 
People’s Assembly that would in turn elect a State Council. The Council would then, in its 
turn, elect a council of ministers. A government amnesty led to the release of 1,200 detainees, 
including Aung Gyi. 
 
27th January 1974: Elections were held for 450 People’s Assembly seats over the next two 
weeks. All official BSPP candidates were elected. 
 
2nd March 1974: General Ne Win abolished the Revolutionary Council and returned political 
power to the People’s Assembly. Brigadier U Sein Win was appointed Prime Minister with U 
Lwin as his deputy. Ne Win remained chairman of the state council with General San Yu as 
secretary-general. 
 
13th May 1974: The first strikes since Ne Win took power in 1962 occurred at the Chauk oil 
wells in upper Burma. 
 
6th June 1974: Soldiers fired on pro-democracy demonstrators at a textile factory and 
dockyard in Rangoon and killed at least 22 people. 
 
25th November 1974: U Thant, the secretary-general of the United Nations, died at the age of 
65. 
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1st December 1974: The body of U Thant, the former secretary-general of the United 
Nations, arrived for burial. 
 
11th December 1974: Buddhist monks and university students absconded with the body of U 
Thant, and took it to the campus of Rangoon University. They protested at the government’s 
failure to build a mausoleum for the celebrated statesman and at the desire of the government 
to bury U Thant relatively quickly. 
 
15th December 1974: The military launched an early morning assault on students and 
Buddhist monks holding the body of U Thant at the campus of Rangoon University. 
Hundreds of protesters were killed and wounded and rioting continued for a few days until 
martial law was declared. U Thant was eventually buried near the sacred Shwedagon Pagoda 
in Rangoon.  
 
24th April 1975: Diplomatic relations were established between the government’s of Burma 
and Cambodia. 
 
May 1975: Universities and training institutes were re-opened by the government after five 
months of closure. 
 
27th May 1975: The National Democratic Front (NDF) was formed to oppose the central 
government. It consisted of the Karen National Union (KNU); Karenni National Progressive 
Party (KNPP); Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO); Shan State Progress Party (SSPP); 
Palaung State Liberation Organisation; Pa-O National Organisation; New Mon State Party; 
Wa National Organisation and the Arakan State Liberation Party. 
 
28th May 1975: The Burmese government established diplomatic relations with North 
Vietnam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam. 
 
6th June 1975: Following an outbreak of disorder the government again closed universities 
and training institutes in Rangoon and other centres. 
 
24th March 1976: The country’s two universities and associated colleges were closed down 
following anti-government riots in Rangoon. The universities had only been reopened two 
months earlier. 
 
11th January 1977: The trial of six people charged with plotting to overthrow the 
government concluded with all six being found guilty. The alleged ringleader, Ohn Kyaw 
Myint was sentenced to death while the remainder, including former defence minister Tin U, 
were sentenced to lengthy prison terms. 
 
February 1977: The third congress of the BSPP re-elected Ne Win as chairman and San Yu 
as secretary-general. A number of new faces were elected to the central committee. 
 
18th September 1977: Two members of the Burmese cabinet were dismissed and later 
arrested on the orders of President Ne Win.  
 
14th November 1977: An extraordinary congress of the BSPP purged the central committee 
of a number of new faces elected the previous February. 
 
January 1978: Elections for 464 People’s Assembly seats were held with only BSPP- 
approved candidates eligible. 
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7th March 1978: Ne Win was re-elected President of Burma and chairman of the BSPP. 
Maung Maung was confirmed as Prime Minister. 
 
April 1978: Burma expelled over 130,000 Rohingya Muslims into Bangladesh from the 
province of Arakan.  
 
May 1980: President, General Ne Win convened an All-Sangha, All-Sect vonvention of 
Buddhist monks in Rangoon. At the conclusion of the convention Ne Win proclaimed a 
general amnesty and released some 14,000 prisoners, including the majority of his political 
opponents. 
 
July 1980: Former Prime Minister, U Nu was permitted to return from exile. 
 
13th April 1981: General Sant Chitpatima, the leader of the abortive coup, crossed the border 
into Burma. He was later refused political asylum to the United States. 
 
7th August 1981: General Ne Win was re-elected chairman of the Burma Socialist 
Programme Party (BSPP) during its fourth congress. He announced his intention of stepping 
down as President. 
 
4th October 1981: Elections were held for a 475-member People’s Assembly over a two-
week period. 
 
9th November 1981: Brigadier San Yu was elected Chairman of the Council of State and 
President of Burma following the retirement of General Ne Win. Maung Maung was re-
appointed Prime Minister. 
 
18th May 1983: Brigadier Tin U, joint general-secretary of the ruling Burma Socialist 
Programme Party (BSPP), resigned his seat in the People’s Assembly and lost his 
membership of the Council of State. He was later removed as joint general- secretary. 
 
June 1983: The Burmese army launched a dry-season offensive around Mawpokay, near the 
Thai border, against the separatist Karen National Union (KNU). Actions also commenced 
against the Burmese Communist Party (BCP). 
 
22nd July 1983: U Sein Lwin was elected joint general-secretary of the ruling Burma 
Socialist Programme Party (BSPP). 
 
31st August 1983: The Kawthoolei Moslem Liberation Force, led by Mohammed Zaid, was 
formed following anti-Moslem riots in the cities of Moulmein and Martaban.  
 
9th October 1983: An explosion at the Martyrs’ Memorial in Rangoon killed four visiting 
South Korean cabinet ministers (including the foreign minister) and 17 other South Koreans 
(including the ambassador) and Burmese people. 
 
18th October 1983: The separatist Karen National Union (KNU) army took a French couple 
hostage. They were released unharmed a month later. 
 
4th November 1983: Diplomatic relations with North Korea were severed after the 
government discovered that the bomb which killed 21 South Koreans and Burmese the 
previous months had been planted by North Korean subversives. 
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14th November 1983: Brigadier Tin U, the former joint general-secretary of the BSPP was 
sentenced to life in prison for misuse of official funds and services. 
 
9th December 1983: Two men described as North Korean army officers were sentenced to 
death after being accused of the October 9 bombing in Rangoon. 
 
January 1984: Government troops launched a major offensive against KNU bases in the 
Dawna mountain range on the Thai border. The soldiers overran the key Mae Tha Waw 
camp. 
 
12th March 1984: Two Thai policemen were killed when 200 Burmese troops crossed the 
Thai border to attack the KNU stronghold of Mawpokay from the rear. 
 
24th July 1985: At least 67 people died after a mine exploded under a passenger train 
travelling from Rangoon to Mandalay. 
 
7th August 1985: General Ne Win was re-elected chairman of the BSPP. President San Yu 
was elected to the new position of vice-chairman of the BSPP. 
 
6th October 1985: Elections were held for the 489-seat National Assembly. All candidates 
had to be members of the BSPP. 
 
16th October 1985: General Khun Phan, a member of the central committee of the BSPP, 
was assassinated in Myitkyina (the Kachin state capital) by Kachin rebels. 
 
16th December 1985: A 35-day conference of the National Democratic Front (NDF) opened 
at Pa Jau, the headquarters of the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO).The conference 
agreed to open dialogue for the first time with Burmese Communist Party (BCP). 
 
March 1986: The army launched a major offensive against KNU bases situated in the eastern 
section of the Karen state. 
 
13th April 1986: Government forces captured the headquarters of the Karenni Revolutionary 
Army (KRA) at Hwe Pon Long in Kyah state. Saw Moreh,the KRA leader, fled into Thailand 
with his troops. 
 
28th April 1986: Karen National Union (KNU) forces abandoned their base at Phalu and fled 
across the Moei river into Thailand following a concerted offensive by Burmese government 
troops. 
 
21st June 1986: Government troops captured a KNU camp in the Kyeikdom area following a 
nine-day battle. 
 
July 1986: Elements of the NDF and the BCP successfully attacked the Shan United Army 
(SUA) base at Mong Ket. The SUA was private army operated by the opium-trafficker Khun 
Sa (aka Chang Si Fu). 
 
August 1986: An emergency meeting of the Burmese National Democratic Front (NDF) was 
held at Manerplaw at which the Karen National Union denounced the new alliance of the 
NDF with the Burmese Communist Party (BCP). 
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January 1987: The headquarters of the BCP, Panghsai, was captured by government forces 
after a two-month offensive. Some 6,000 civilians crossed the border into China as refugees. 
 
May 1987: The army launched a major offensive against the Kachin Independence 
Organisation (KIO).Within a month, government forces had taken Pa Jau, the headquarters of 
the KIO and Na Hpaw, the headquarters of the military wing of the KIO,the Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA). 
 
August 1987: The Kachin Independence Army launched a counter-offensive that re-captured 
the key centre of Pa Jau from the government. 
 
1st September 1987: Due to a severe deterioration in the economy, the government 
announced that restraints on the domestic trading of crops (including rice), in force since 
1964, had been lifted. 
 
5th September 1987: The military government of General Ne Win unexpectedly declared 
that the three highest denomination banknotes would henceforth be worthless. The old 
banknotes could not be cashed in or exchanged. Over night 56% of the money in circulation 
was eliminated. Students in Rangoon took to the streets to protest at the announcement. 
 
6th September 1987: The government closed all educational institutions in the country 
following protests over its demonetisations announcement the previous day they were re-
opened the following month. 
 
11th December 1987: The United Nations General Assembly approved Least Developed 
Country status for Burma.  
 
13th March 1988: Forty-one students of the Institute of Technology suffocated to death in the 
back of a police van after being arrested following an alleged brawl in a teashop. One person 
had been killed by police during the brawl. The incident sparked a period of rioting in the 
capital, Rangoon.  
 
April 1988: Aung San Suu Kyi, the daughter of assassinated Burmese hero Aung San, 
returned from Britain to visit her mother, who had suffered a stroke. She was accompanied by 
her English husband and their two children. She soon became the focal point for the pro-
democracy movement. 
 
May 1988: The NDG held its second congress at the headquarters of the Karen National 
Union (KNU) base at Manerplaw. The Lahu National Atmy, a group formed in the south-east 
of Shan state, was admitted as the 10th member of the NDF. 
 
9th May 1988: A government enquiry announced that three students had been killed during 
the demonstrations of March. The release of the report sparked further demonstrations by 
studnets. 
 
21st June 1988: Following a political protest meeting in Rangoon, over 1,000 students 
marched into the central business district where they confronted the police. The protest was 
broken up by the police with a large number of students reported killed. 
 
23rd July: General Ne Win retired as chairman of the BSPP, claiming indirect responsibility 
for the riots of March and June. This act ended 26 years of direct control of the nation. 
General Sein Lwin was appointed as the new chairman. San Yu resigned as President and 
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was replaced by Sein Lwin while Tun Tin was appointed Prime Minister in place of Maung 
Maung. 
 
29th July 1988: Aung Gyi, his nephew Dt Zaw Win Oo, Sein Win, a journalist, and Tun 
Shwe, a retired colonel, were arrested and imprisoned by the government. For the journalist 
Sein Win this was the second time he had been jailed in 28 years. 
 
3rd August 1988: Martial law was declared by the government in Rangoon and some other 
duties as student unrest continued. 
 
8th August 1988: Strikes and demonstrations against the new President, General Sein Lwin, 
involving many thousands of people, commenced in Rangoon, Mandalay and other centres 
around Burma. The government later claimed 500 people had been killed during the 
demonstrations; other’s claimed up to 10,000 were killed. The following day, the government 
closed all educational institutions and increased the salaries of soldiers and public servants.  
 
12th August 1988: General Sein Lwin resigned as chairman of the BSPP and also resigned 
the presidency. 
 
19th August 1988: Maung Maung, the former attorney-general in Ne Win’s cabinet, was 
appointed chairman of the BSPP and President of Burma. Despite the change many thousands 
of Burmese continued to take to the streets to demand a return to democracy. 
 
21st August 1988: The government commenced emptying the nation’s prison system, 
releasing all prisoners onto the streets. Looting and plundering of shops and homes 
commenced almost immediately. 
 
24th August 1988: President Maung Maung lifted martial law in Rangoon and other cities. 
 
25th August 1988: Aung Gyi, Sein Win and over 2,700 others were released from detention. 
 
26th August 1988: Aung San Suu Kyi made her first public appearance during the pro-
democracy demonstrations, addressing a rally at the Shwedagon Pagoda. 
 
29th August 1988: The Democracy and Peace (Interim) League was formed by U Nu, a 
former Prime Minister; Mahn Win Maung, a former President and Tin U, a former general. 
 
10th September 1988: The BSPP held an emergency congress and agreed to hold multi-party 
elections in three months. 
 
18th September 1988: The military, led by General Saw Maung, dismissed the government 
of President Maung Maung and established the 19-member State law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC). They decreed that any outdoor gathering of more than four people would 
be fired upon.  
 
19th September 1988: Six months of pro-democracy demonstrations ended when 
government troops began firing on the demonstrators. An untold number of people were 
killed and later many thousands were imprisoned. 
 
21st September 1988: General Saw Maung was elected as chairman of SLORC and Prime 
Minister. 
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24th September 1988: The BSPP changed its name to the National Unity Party. U Tha Kyaw 
was elected chairman. 
 
28th September 1988: The Democracy and Peace (Interim) League was registered as a 
political party under the name of the National League for Democracy (NLD). 
 
12th October 1988: Karen National Union (KNU) forces occupied a government camp at 
Mae Tha Waw. It was re-captured in a government offensive two months later. 
 
6th November 1988: An earthquake on the China-Burma border led to over 1,000 people 
being killed. 
 
December 1988: Thailand broke an international boycott of Burma and dispatched General 
Chavalit Yongchaiyut, the commander of the armed forces, to Rangoon to negotiate a trade 
agreement. 
 
3rd December 1988: Aung Gyi, one of the founders of the NLD, left to establish his own 
political party. 
 
27th December 1988: Two diplomats sought political asylum in Britain after being recalled 
to Burma. They followed three others in Australia and one in Canada who had also sought 
political asylum. 
 
February 1989: A total of 233 political parties were registered in prtparation for national 
elections promised by the Saw Maung government. The clear front-runners were the National 
Unity Party (previously known as the Burma Socialist Programme Party) and the National 
League for Democracy Party (NLD). 
 
1st April 1989: The government granted the first pay rise to government employees since 
1974. 
 
27th May 1989: The ruling SLORC officially changed the name of the country to Myanmar. 
 
20th June 1989: The government announced the re-opening of primary schools. Other 
educational institutions were re-opened at later dates. 
 
20th July 1989: Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of the National League for Democracy Party 
(NLD), was placed under house arrest by the ruling military junta for allegedly inciting 
unrest. U Tin Oo, the other leader of the NLD, was also placed under house arrest. Over the 
ensuing weeks the government arrested many thousands of people aligned with the NLD. 
 
September 1989: The US Coca-Cola Corporation signed an agreement with Myanmar 
Foodstuffs Industries to manufacture soft drinks. 
 
28th September 1989: Former Prime Minister U Nu, aged 82, was placed under house arrest 
by the military government for joining the pro-democracy forces. He was held for over two 
years. 
 
6th October 1989: Two students hijacked a domestic aircraft with 79 passengers and four 
crew and ordered it to fly to Utapao airbase in Thailand. They surrendered to Thai authorities 
the following day. 
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18th October 1989: General Tan Shwe, the army commander, visited China at the head of a 
24-member delegation and met with Chinese Prime Minister, Li Peng. The delegation later 
travelled to Singapore. 
 
3rd November 1989: The government officially banned the KNU, KIO, New Mon State 
Party (NMSP) and the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP). 
 
22nd December 1989: Tin U, the chairman of the NLD, was sentenced to three years in 
prison for his role in the 1988 pro-democracy uprisings. 
 
28th December 1989: After allegedly suffering heavy casualties, government forces overran 
the Phalu camp of the KNU. 
 
16th January 1990: Six political prisoners in Brunei, detained since the revolt of 1962, were 
released from prison. 
 
16th January 1990: Aung San Suu Kyi was banned by the government from taking part in 
the general elections scheduled for May 1990. Earlier, former Prime Minister U Nu had also 
been banned from participation in the elections. 
 
7th April 1990: A double-decker passenger ferry travelling from Moulmein to Kyondo 
overturned in a gale and led to the drowning of 215 of the vessel’s 240 passengers. 
 
8th May 1990: The United States suspended all economic assistance. 
 
27th May 1990: Multi-party elections were held for the first time in 30 years. The National 
League for Democracy Party (NLD), led by Kyi Maung, won 392 of the 485 seats. The 
NLD’s general-secretary, Aung San Suu Kyi remained under house arrest. The United 
Nationalities League for Democracy (UNLD) won 65 seats and the National Unity Party 
(NUP) won 10 seats. 
 
July 1990: The State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) issued a decree which 
confirmed it in power despite the election results of the previous May. It also commenced 
arresting large numbers of duly elected representatives. 
 
8th August 1990: Demonstrations called by the NLD to mark the anniversary of the 1988 
protests led to clashes between protesters and police. 
 
September 1990: The European Community (EC) led an 18-nation protest (with Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States, Canada, Japan and Sweden) against human rights violations. 
All arms sales to Burma from these nations were embargoed. 
 
6th September 1990: Kyi Maung and Chit Khaing, leading members of the NLD, were 
arrested by the government. Four other NLD officials were arrested in Mandalay. 
 
November 1990: At a secret meeting in the city of Mandalay, a number of unarrested elected 
members of the national assembly agreed to attempt to reach the Thai-Burma border area and 
form a provisional government. 
 
12th November 1990: The remaining unarrested leaders of the NLD signed a government 
decree by which they pledged allegiance to SLORC. The leaders of the main student party, 
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the Democratic Party for a New Society, refused to sign the decree. Eight of its leaders were 
later arrested. 
 
18th December 1990: Seven elected members of the national assembly, after reaching 
Manerplaw, the headquarters of the Karen National Union, announced the formation of a 
rival government to the SLORC. The National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma 
(NCGUB) was led by Sein Win. It was supported by the Democratic Alliance of Burma 
(DAB). 
 
31st January 1991: The SLORC de-registered the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League as 
a political party. A further three parties were de-registered over the next two weeks. 
 
March 1991: Governmet-backed Wa forces clashed with Khun Sa’s Mong Tai Army, and 
fighting spilled over the border into Thailand. Thai forces responded by attacking Khun Sa’s 
forces with helicopter gunshots and fighter-bombers. 
 
March 1991: The National League for Democracy Party (NLD) stripped Aung San Suu Kyi 
of the post of secretary-general of the party after intense pressure form SLORC. 
 
11th April 1991: The government signed a cease-fire agreement with the Pa-O National 
Organisation, a group operating in southern Shan state. 
 
10th July 1991: The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought for 1990 was awarded by the 
European Parliament to the writer, Aung San Suu Kyi. The award was presented in 
Strasbourg. Aung San Suu Kyi was unable to attend due to her detention by the government. 
 
22nd July 1991: The United States announced it would not renew a bilateral textile agreement 
in protest at human rights violations. 
 
20th August 1991: General Saw Maung, the chairman of SLORC, and other members of the 
ruling junta, visited the People’s Republic of China. 
 
13th September 1991: A delegation from the parallel National Coalition Government of the 
Union of Burma (NCGUB) met with British and Commonwealth officials in London. 
 
October 1991: Major clashes occurred between Burmese government troops and the Karen 
National Union (KNU) forces in and around the town of Bogale. 
 
14th October 1991: Aung San Suu Kyi, aged 46, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The 
committee stated that she had been ‘one of the most extraordinary examples of civil courage 
in Asia in recent years’. However, the SLORC refused to lift her house arrest order and allow 
her to travel to Oslo in Norway t receive her award. 
 
25th November 1991: The book Freedom From Fear, written by Aung San Suu Kyi, was 
published in the United States. 
 
December 1991: The Norwegian government accorded de facto recognition to the Sein Win-
led NCGUB, in exile in the east of the country. 
 
9th December 1991: A group of nine Nobel Prize laureates, including the Dalai Lama, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Oscar Arias and Dr Eli Wiesel, sent a letter to the SLORC asking 
that Burma be opened to free political debate between the various factions. 
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11th December 1991: The acting chairman of the main opposition party, the NLD, former 
General Aung Shwe, announced Aung San Suu Kyi had been expelled because of alleged 
contacts with insurgent forces. 
 
21st December 1991: Border clashes took place between Burmese and Bangladeshi forces 
following an exodus of over 20,000 Muslim civilians from Burma. Negotiations between the 
governments of Burma and Bangladesh were quickly opened to limit the conflict. 
 
2nd February 1992: SLORC ordered the abolition of 17 political parties. A further nine were 
abolished by the end of the month. 
 
4th February 1992: The Karen National Union (KNU) base of Ye Gyaw was captured by the 
military after an attack was launched from the Thai side of the border. They later took the 
base of Azin. Government forces also continued an offensive against Moslem Rohingya 
forces in eastern Arakan province. 
 
21st February 1992: General Tin U, the former chairman of the NLD, was sentenced to 
seven years in prison. 
 
March 1992: It was reported that over 200,000 Moslem Rohingya refugees had crossed into 
Bangladesh since the outbreak of fighting with government forces. 
 
28th March 1992: After occupying Sleeping Dog Mountain a few days earlier, government 
troops began heavy shelling of the KNU headquarters of Manerplaw. 
 
April 1992: A battalion of Burmese troops occupied a disputed hill in the Thai province of 
Chumphon.  
 
23rd April 1992: General Tan Shwe replaced the ailing General Saw Maung as chairman of 
the State law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) and as Prime Minister. 
 
25th April 1992: U Nu, the 84 year-old former Prime Minister, was released from house 
arrest by the SLORC. The government also announced Aung San Suu Kyi would be 
permitted visits from her family. 
 
29th June 1992: After 92 political prisoners had been released, the ruling junta held meetings 
with seven political parties, including the NLD, to prepare a draft Constitution. 
 
24th August 1992: Over thirty universities and colleges were re-opened by the government 
after being closed since December 1991. 
 
24th August 1992: Foreign Minister, U Ohn Gyaw signed four 1949 Geneva Conventions on 
humanitarian treatment of civilians and military personnel in time of war. 
 
October 1992: A new concrete bridge between Burma and China was completed over the 
Shweli river, at the town of Muse. 
 
4th December 1992: Amid growing confrontation between Burma and Thailand over the 
Burmese occupation of a hill inside Thailand some eight months previously, King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej (Rama IX) of Thailand took the unprecedented step of intervening to stop 
escalation of the dispute. 
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8th December 1992: A Thai military delegation visited Rangoon for discussions on disputed 
territory in Chumphon province in Thailand. Both Burma and Thailand agreed to let a 
boundary commission settle the dispute. 
 
9th January 1993: A national convention consisting of 699 delegates, chaired by General 
Myo Nyunt, met in Rangoon to discuss a new Constitution. It ended in failure as the NLD 
and ethnic minorities demanded the army leave politics and the federal system be abolished. 
 
15th January 1993: A total of 2,500 Muslim Rohingya refugees were repatriated from 
Bangladesh. 
 
February 1993: An unprecedented seven Nobel Prize laureates gathered in Thailand to 
publicise the plight of dissident Aung San Suu Kyi, still under house arrest in Burma. 
 
28th March 1993: The Indian foreign secretary J. Dixit visited Rangoon. India, concerned at 
increasing Chinese influence, reached an agreement to co-operate militarily along the Indo-
Burmese border to eliminate insurgency. 
 
8th April 1993: The national convention to draft a new Constitution was adjourned for the 
second time. 
 
July 1993: A total of 23 people, including writer Ma Thida and NLD parliamentarian Aung 
Khin Sint, were arrested over a two-month period. Earlier, the retired general Aung Gyi was 
sentenced to six months in prison for criticism of the regime.  
 
September 1993: Brunei established diplomatic links with the government of Burma. 
 
17th September 1993: The national Constitution convention was once again adjourned. 
 
1st October 1993: General Khin Nyunt of the Burmese army, and General Zau Mai of the 
Kachin army, met at the Kachin state capital of Myitkyina and announced the intention to end 
30-years of conflict. 
 
18th January 1994: The national convention to co-ordinate the drafting of a new Constitution 
re-opened. 
 
20th January 1994: Preliminary peace talks commenced between the government and the 
KNU at the Karen state capital of Paan. 
 
12th February 1994: A ship carrying Burmese workers from Thailand back to Burma 
capsized and more than 100 people were drowned. 
 
14th February 1994: Despite remaining under house arrest, Aung San Suu Kyi, was given 
permission by the government to meet with visiting US congressman, William Richardson. 
He was the first person to meet with her other than her immediate family since 1989. 
 
24th February 1994: SLORC concluded a peace treaty with the Kachin Independence Army, 
confirming their agreement of October 1993. In the meantime negotiations continued with 
Mon and Karen separatists. 
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March 1994: Myint Maung and Khaing Saw Tun, both prominent anti-government officials, 
defected from the NCGUB and the DAB (Democratic Alliance of Burma) respectively. 
 
27th April 1994: General Maung Aye, the army commander-in-chief, was appointed deputy 
chairman of SLORC. 
 
2nd July 1994: Maung Maung, beiefly President in 1988, died at the age of 69. 
 
21st July 1994: Government troops attacked Horockai, the Mon refugee village situated on 
the Thai-Burma border. Mon refugees fled into Thailand. 
 
20th September 1994: The first meeting between former NLD secretary-general Aung San 
Suu Kyi, under house arrest, and members of SLORC took place. 
 
9th October 1994: The Shan State Nationalities Liberation Organisation officially abandoned 
its armed struggle against the government. 
 
29th October 1994: A second meeting took place between Aung San Suu Kyi, SLORC 
chairman General Tan Shwe and General Khin Nyunt. She was later allowed to visit 
imprisoned colleagues U Tin U (NLD chairman) and Kyi Maung (NLD secretary). 
 
21st December 1994: The minority Buddhist faction of the predominantly Christian KNU 
defected, and formed the Democratic Karen Buddhist Organisation. 
 
30th December 1994: At least 102 people were killed when a train was de-railed in the north. 
 
27th January 1995: A government offensive culminated in the capture of the main KNU base 
at Manerplaw. 
 
6th February 1995: During the visit of UN envoy, Alvaro de Soto the government released a 
number of political prisoners including the poet Tin Moe.  
 
14th February 1995: U Nu, the only democratically elected Prime Minister, died aged 87. 
 
21st February 1995: Kawmoora, the last stronghold of the KNU, fell to government forces. 
Some 1,400 KNU troops fled across the border into Thailand. 
 
March 1995: Government troops commenced an offensive against the Mong Tai Army led 
by drug warlord Khun Sa. 
 
4th March 1995: Burma ordered the closure of its border with Thailand in Myawaddy 
province after alleging that Thailand had provided assistance to the rebel Karen National 
Union.  
 
8th March 1995: Five Burmese nationals were killed during an attack by unidentified people 
on the Total Oil company’s controversial natural gas pipeline route near Kanbauk. 
 
April 1995: The former defense minister and commander of the armed forces, 77-year-old U 
Tin U was released from Rangoon’s Insein prison after spending over six years in solitary 
confinement. He had been convicted of sedition after joining the NLD in 1988. 
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5th May 1995: Thai troops launched a cross-border attack against the Democratic Karen 
Buddhist Organisation forces after they had assaulted KNU refugee camps inside Thailand. 
 
7th June 1995: Burma requested that Thailand suspend the construction of the Friendship 
Bridge over the Moei river following continued border disputes. 
 
29th June 1995: New Mon State Praty officials met with Burmese officials at Moulmein to 
discuss a cease-fire. Both parties agreed to stop fighting and the Mon were permitted to keep 
their weapons. They became the 15th major ethnic insurgent group to renounce armed 
struggle. 
 
July 1995: Some 300 ethnic Shan people, angry with leader Khun Sa, defected from the 
Mong Tai Army (MTA) and joined the government forces, pledging to fight against the 61-
year-old warlord. 
 
10th July 1995: Nobel Peace Prize winner, Aung San Suu Kyi was unexpectedly released 
from six years of house arrest by SLORC. She had been detained under a security law for 
allegedly inciting unrest but was never charged or brought to trial. 
 
12th August 1995: President Zao Gunjade of the Shan State national Congress, collaborating 
with 10 high-ranking military officers, seized power over the Mong Tai Army in northern 
Burma. They established a group called the Central Executive Reform Committee which, 
significantly, did not include drug warlord Khun Sa. 
 
11th October 1995: Aung San Su Kyi was re-appointed secretary-general of the NLD. Tin U 
and Kyi Maung, released from prison in March, were re-instated as vide-chairman. 
 
12th October 1995: Some 300 troops of the United Wa State army defected to the Mong Tai 
Army (MTA) commanded by Khun Sa while engaged in a government-backed offensive 
against the drug warlord. 
 
23rd October 1995: The military government declared Aung San Suu Kyi’s re-appointment 
as secretary-general of the NLD illegal based on a 1991 rule. They also overruled the 
reinstatements of Tin U and Kyi Maung as vice-chairman. 
 
23rd November 1995: Khun Sa, the leader of the Mong Tai Army, resigned from his position 
amid continuing unrest within his forces. According to US drug authorities Khun Sa was one 
of the biggest drug traffickers in the Golden Triangle and a warrant for his arrest was still 
outstanding. 
 
24th November 1995: SLORC arrested and jailed three members of the youth wing of the 
NLD after they had yelled abuse at police outside the house of Aung San Suu Kyi. The two-
year sentence imposed on the youths was seen as a tough response to a call by Aung San Suu 
Kyi for the military not to entrench itself by way of a new Constitution currently being 
debated by a convention. 
 
29th November 1995: The 87-member NLD delegation walked out of a convention to draft a 
new Constitution. The military government stated it would not amend any decisions already 
taken and would not change any other procedures which would guarantee their control.  
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12th December 1995: The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution deploring 
human rights abuses. It called on the military regime led by General Than Shwe to open 
political dialogue with the pro-democracy movement.  
 
4th January 1996: The first professional golf tournament to be held in the country, the 
Myanmar Open, commenced at the Rangoon Golf Club. It featured over 100 golfers from 18 
countries with US$ 140,000 in prize money. 
 
5th January 1996: Drug warlord Khun Sa surrendered to government forces, along with 
thousands of members of his Mong Tai Army. He was given a heavily guarded guest-house 
in Rangoon in which to reside. 
 
18th April 1996: Forces of the Karenni National Progressive Party clashed with government 
troops at Fuso in Kayah state. This led to an escalation of guerrilla activity against the 
government in the region. 
 
3rd May 1996: Government troops launched a major offensive against separatists in the Shan 
states. The offensive led to many hundreds of people fleeing as refugees into neighbouring 
Thailand.  
 
28th May 1996: A three-day congress of the NLD was completed in Rangoon under the 
leadership of Aung San Suu Kyi. Prior to the congress, 262 members of the NLD had been 
arrested by the government.  
 
30th May 1996: A large crowd of demonstrators turned out in Rangoon to show support for 
the SLORC. Aung San Suu Kyi, the NLD leader, claimed the rallies were a ‘farce’, with 
people being forced to march. 
 
1st October 1996: SLORC forces blockaded the streets surrounding the home of opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and refused to allow her supporters to gather to hear her weekly 
speech. The government claimed the weekly gatherings and broadcasts were a danger to law 
and order. 
 
3rd October 1996: The United States government barred Burmese officials from entering the 
country until the SLORC released a known 573 pro-democracy activists held in prison. The 
government later released 376 of the activists. 
 
28th October 1996: The European Union issued a visa ban against all members of the 
SLORC visiting EU countries. The EU issued the ban following what it termed continued 
human rights abuses by the Burmese government. 
 
13th November 1996: Virtually all foreign journalists were ordered to leave the country. 
 
16th December 1996: Following the largest pro-democracy demonstrations in Rangoon since 
1988, the SLORC ordered the closure of a number of universities and schools. Many 
hundreds of protesters had been arrested by the government during a week of disturbances. 
 
28th December 1996: Pro-democracy leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Aung San Suu  
Kyi was placed under house arrest by the SLORC. 
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